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INTRODUCTION 

I’m going to need your help this evening 

Who would like to look up a verse for me? 

We are going to take a little diversion from the Book of Isaiah tonight 

One that I think you will enjoy 

It deals with the theme of Isaiah’s Book but isn’t from one of his chapters 

The Book of Isaiah is prophetic in nature and I’d like to look at some of the “Signs of the Times” 

Prophetic signs that have occurred basically in the modern history of mankind

One’s that may not have been that apparent to us 

So let’s begin by reading our verses and then praying 

Let’s think on this thought 

“Signs of the Time”    

~~~Prayer~~~ 

First, let’s look at …

I. THE SIGNS IN THE “HEAVENS” 

The word “sign” in the Hebrew means omen, warning or signal

It can indicate a signal of an arrival

Let me just say as believers we are not to live our lives by signs (save one) 

Jesus said in Matthew 12:38-40 - 

“Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would see a sign from thee”  “But He answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas:” “For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth”  

At the same time Jesus told us to watch and be ready 

Luke 21:36 – “Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man” 

Therefore we need to be aware of the Signs of the Times 

So when it comes to recognizing the Signs that we see in the Heavens, let’s first look at … 


A. The Sign of the Blood Moon 

The Bible informs us that in the end times before the return of Christ, there would be Signs in the Heavens 

Such signs would be indicators of the nearness of Christ's return

Luke 21:25 – “And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring;” 

The sun would be turned into darkness 

We know this as a Solar Eclipse and have witnessed a number of them in our lifetime

Though rare, we have also witnessed Lunar Eclipses 

In the 20th century, there were a total of 229 Lunar Eclipses of various types 

But only 81 of these were what we would call Total Eclipses in which the moon was totally blacked out by the shadow of the earth 

The Bible also tells us the moon will be turned into blood

Joel 2:31 – “The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come” 

The event known as a “blood moon” is where … 

… the moon has a red appearance when viewed 

The earth comes between the sun and the moon, putting the moon into a complete shadow 

This makes the moon to appear red in color because of the way the light of the sun bends around the atmosphere of the earth 

It’s also the reason why our sunrises and sunsets are reddish in color 

Blood moons are not rare, but what is rare is a “Tetrad” of blood moons  

You’re asking … “What in the world is a “Tetrad?”

A Tetrad is a series or group of four 

In this case it is a group of 4 Total Lunar Eclipses in a row over a period of two-year  

Since the time of Christ there have been a total of 88 tetrads, including the last one that occurred in 2014-15 

In this century, we are scheduled to experience 8 Tetrads, 

(That’s the most that can occur in one century) 

Some centuries have had none at all 

I’m drawing your attention to this matter because we have heard a lot lately about these blood moons  


- The 1st one appeared on April 15th, 2014 

- The 2nd on October 8th, 2014  

- The 3rd on April 8th, 2015 (and)  

- The 4th on September 28th, 2015 

The last blood moon was also a super Moon 

Which means it was closest to the earth in its orbit at the time  

Interestingly it was best viewed from Jerusalem during the Jewish Feast of Sukkot or Tabernacles 

At this time the Jews build makeshift dwellings outdoors on the sidewalks of Jerusalem 

In between these 4 Blood Moons there was also a Solar Eclipse on March 20th, 2015 

This Eclipse began what is known as a shemittah or Sabbatical Year in Israel 

The land is supposed to be allowed to rest every seventh year 

Leviticus 25:4  - “But in the seventh year shall be a sabbath of rest unto the land, a sabbath for the LORD: thou shalt neither sow thy field, nor prune thy vineyard” 

We are noting this because the last two sabbatical years that began on Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year … 

… there was an economic catastrophe worldwide 

The Dow fell 7% in both 2001 and in 2008 

I’m not sure if anything happened in 2015 which would have been the next Sabbatical Year 

B. The Significance of the Blood Moon 

What makes these Moons different than others? 

The answer is the fact that they all fell on Jewish Feasts days 

These are extremely rare events 

The timing of these events seems to be too coincidental to be a coincidence 

In fact, only 87 Tetrads have occurred since the time of Christ, and only seven of them have fallen on Jewish feast days 

The seven Tetrads occurred in 162-163, 795-796, 842-843, 860-861, 1493-1494, 1949-1950, and 1967-1968  

So in the last 500 years, this has happened only three times

The last three times these Tetrads have landed on Jewish feasts days … significant events took place within a year before or after the blood moons … which affected the Jewish people in a huge way 
                                                                                                        This pattern is what has beckoned our attention  

The Blood Moons on feast days have marked a big change for the people of Israel

What were the important events that happened on these last three tetrads?

1. The First Tetrad 

… Came in 1493-94

… One year after a major event took place in Jewish history

By August of 1492, Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain expelled all the Jews from their lands and put an end to the largest and most distinguished Jewish settlement in Europe

The expulsion was prompted only in part by the greed of the king and the intensified nationalism of the people 

The real motive was the religious zeal of the Catholic Church, the Queen, and the masses 

The King gave them four months in which to leave and they had to be out of the nation by the 9th of Av on the Jewish calendar 

The Jewish month of Av falls in July or August depending on the year 4

(Jewish Months are determines by Moon phases)



It’s ironic that they had to be out by this particular day 

Because that day was already considered a day of sorrow, suffering, and mourning to the Jewish people 

Because of other historical events that have taken place on this same particular day 

It is called by the Jews Tisha B'Av 

For Example … 

-- Ten of the 12 spies returned with a bad report on the 9th of Av (1435 B.C.) 

-- Solomon's temple was destroyed by the Babylonians on the 9th of Av (587 B.C.)  

--The second temple was destroyed by the Romans in 70 A.D. on the 9th of Av  

-- In 71 A.D., the Roman army plowed the city of Jerusalem with salt on the 9th of Av 

-- The Romans put down a Jewish revolt 

Their army was destroyed as 100,000 men were killed on the 9th of Av, in the year 135 A.D. 

-- In 1290 A.D., England expelled all Jews from the country on the 9th of Av  



-- In 1492, Spain expelled all Jews from their country on the 9th of Av 

-- In 1914, on the 9th of Av., World War I began 

Which most historians agree was responsible for  World War II  

These wars created massive upheaval for Jews in Europe and resulted in the Jewish Holocaust with over six million Jews exterminated 

In fact, it was on the 9th of Av (August 2, 1941) that SS commander Heinrich Himmler formally received approval from the Nazi Party for “The Final Solution” 

Almost 50% of the world's Jewish population were captured and killed at that time 

The Jews had to be out of Spain by the 9th of Av 

Estimates place this exodus at 250,000 people or higher who had to sell their houses, fields, vineyards, cattle, and businesses for "pennies on the dollar" in today's terminology 

The king did not allow them to carry any gold and silver out of the country 

Tens of thousands of refugees died while trying to reach safety 

In some instances, Spanish ship captains charged Jewish passengers exorbitant sums, …

… then dumped them overboard in the middle of the ocean

In the last days before the expulsion, rumors spread  throughout Spain that the fleeing refugees had swallowed gold and diamonds, and many Jews were knifed to death by bandits hoping to find treasures in their stomachs

Approximately 120,000 Jews went to Portugal where they were made slaves after arriving  

Seven hundred children were banished to a remote island to settle it, they all died 

Many nations rejected them and thousands starved to death 

In other regions, they were robbed by the people and enslaved 

Some communities stole the babies from their mothers

There were regions of Northern Africa where they were welcomed and found refuge  

They found an open door of kindness in the city of Naples as well

In January, 1493, trouble continued for the Jewish people as 37,000 Jews were expelled from Sicily

The year 1492 was also a crucial year for the Jewish people in a good way 

… as Christopher Columbus felt led of God to discover a new world to take the gospel 

As Columbus set sail for a new world, his journal  recorded the sighting of some ships carrying away Jews from Spain 

Through his discovery of America, today almost seven million Jewish people have found refuge in this nation 

2. The Second Tetrad 

The next significant tetrad took place in 1949-50

This was within a year after Israel became a nation 

On May 14th, 1948 Israel became a Nation  

On May 15th, 1948, 45 million Arabs from Egypt, Jordan, Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon attacked Israel

Israel’s population at the time was only 600,000 

In actual soldiers, the Jews were outnumbered 40 / 1 

Eight days before the attack, British General Montgomery warned Israel and said – “The Arabs will drive you into the sea in eight days” 

Israel had ten thousand rifles, 50 rounds for each rifle, four cannons, and 3600 submachine guns 

This war for independence lasted some 15 months 


… and claimed over 6,000 Israeli lives which was 1% of the population 

God protected His people in spite of the overwhelming odds against them 

The nation was re-born in fulfillment of Ezekiel's prophecy 

Ezekiel 37:4-6; 11-14; 21 … 

Jeremiah 31:10 – “Hear the Word of the LORD, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar off, and say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock” 

In 1949, several significant events took place in Israel 

The first permanent government took office on January 25th, 1949 

Israel signed armistice agreements with Egypt, Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon 

Israel was admitted to the United Nations as the                        59th  member 

In 1950, the Law of Return was passed by the Jewish parliament in July, granting every Jew in the world the right to return to Israel and settle in the land 

The parliament was moved from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem and the city was declared to be the capital of Israel once again 

Jerusalem was unfortunately declared by the UN to be an international city 

The nation of Israel does not, however, feel this way  

They believe Jerusalem belongs to Israel and they are right!

3. The Third Tetrad 

The third tetrad began on April 24th, 1967 on the Jewish Passover, and on the Feast of Tabernacles on October 18th 

This was followed by a Solar Eclipse in November 

The blood moons also occurred on these same feast days in 1968 

This tetrad occurred right before the famous Six Day War in 1967 that took place from June 5th to June 10th 

The year 1967, was a crucial year in the history of Israel filled with great danger and great victory 

The enemies of Israel were again making preparation to obliterate the nation 

The PLO, a terrorist group, had already launched 37 attacks against Jewish civilians that year 

The Syrian army was using the Golan Heights, which towers 3000 feet above Galilee, to shell Jewish farms and villages 


Syrian troops were preparing for battle in these heights

President Nasser of Egypt was threatening the eradication of Israel 

He was taunting them to go to war, challenging them almost every day 

The Egyptian army was massing near the Israeli border 

Egypt had already put up a blockade in the Straights of Tiran and the Gulf of Aqaba to block all Israeli shipping and supplies 

The armies of Egypt, Syria, and Jordan had surrounded Israel with 465,000 troops, 2800 tanks, and 800 jets 

These armies were being financed and equipped by Russia, Kuwait, Algeria, Iraq, and Saudi Arabia who were bent on Israel's destruction

Israel had to make a move 

They did not wait to be attacked 

They struck the first blow to get the upper hand on June 5, 1967 

They were all alone except for the fact that God was with them 



Within the first two-hours of the war, 300 Egyptian jets were destroyed 

Nearly the entire Egyptian, Iraqi, and Jordanian air forces and half of the Syrian air force had been destroyed on the ground

In the Sinai desert, some of the greatest tank battles in history were fought 

The Israeli army left burned out tanks in their wake and reached the Suez Canal 

Those tanks are still in the desert today

Within three days of battle, the order to recapture the old city of Jerusalem was given 

This was a phenomenal, miraculous event 

The Jews were able to control Jerusalem and the area around the Wailing Wall near the Temple site for the first time since Solomon, 2500 years ago

Defense Minister Moshe Dayan arrived with Chief of Staff Yitzhak Rabin to formally mark the Jews' return to their historic capital and their holiest site 

At the Western Wall, the Israeli Defense Force chaplain, Rabbi Shlomo Goren, blew a shofar or ram's horn to celebrate the historic event 

Take note of what he said - He cried out – “We have entered the era of the Messiah!”  


In the June 30, 1967, issue of Time Magazine, 

There was an article entitled – “Should the Temple be Rebuilt” 

A rabbi stated that it would be rebuilt before another generation passes

This 1967 war was a humiliating, demoralizing defeat for the Arab armies 

Egypt, Syria, and Jordan were defeated by little Israel 

The death toll on the Arab side was 15,000 Egyptians, 2,500 Syrians, and 800 Jordanians 

Israel tripled the size of the area it controlled from 8000 to 26,000 square miles, capturing the Sinai, Golan Heights, Gaza Strip, and the West Bank 

Much of this captured land has been returned 

Control of the temple site was relinquished to Muslim control for now in order to keep peace 

Israel still retains control, however, of the Golan Heights and the West Bank, but not without intense pressure to give it back

THE SIGNS IN THE “HEAVENS”  

II. THE SIGNS IN “ISRAEL” 

With this background on these tetrads from history, 


We now want to consider the Tetrad that occurred in 2014-15 

There is a great deal happening right now in world affairs, 
especially in the Middle East, 

… that could play a significant role in the fulfillment of Bible prophecies that will affect the nation of Israel 

Here are 3 key issues to consider

A. Middle East Peace Treaty

There is intense pressure being placed on Israel right now by the World to give away more of its land for peace 

Europe is boycotting Israel until they concede and give up more land and part of Jerusalem 

A dramatic new directive published by the European Union on June 30, 2013 bars its 28 members from all cooperation with Israeli entities in the West Bank and East Jerusalem 

The directive extends to all funding, cooperation, and the granting of scholarships, research grants and prizes to Israeli entities in East Jerusalem and the West Bank 

It also requires that any contracts between EU member countries and Israel henceforth include a clause stating that East Jerusalem and the West Bank are not part of the State of Israel 



Europe is trying to force its will on Israel in getting the Jews to yield the West Bank and East Jerusalem 

This is all done in the name of a homeland for the Palestinians

But here’s the rest of the story … 

Palestinians want their own state, but the truth of the matter is they have already been given one 

This issue was addressed when Israel became a nation

On May 14, 1946, the British gave the eastern 4/5 of the land (known as Transjordan) to the Arabs and to the rule of the Hashemite family 

This created the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 

Israel actually only got 20% of its land back 

While the Arabs had the remaining 80%  

Jordan was intended for the settlement of Palestinian Arabs 

It was identified by Arab occupiers as the nation of Palestine

As late as 1968, King Hussein of Jordan was still saying – “Jordan is Palestine and Palestine is Jordan” 

In 1974, Yasser Arafat was quoted as saying – “What you call Jordan is actually Palestine" 


(Sources: The New Republic and The Jerusalem Post, International Edition -Friday, September 11, 1992)

Today, Israel is called Palestine and Jordan is viewed as its own nation 

That is so wrong!!! 

What a change and contradiction of history 

To give away more land to the Palestinians will not bring peace, but more conflict 

The conflict between the Jews and the Arabs have been going on for centuries 

Since the birth of Ishmael 

The land is not Israel's to give away 

The land belongs to God

Leviticus 25:23 – “The land shall not be sold for ever: for the land is Mine; for ye are strangers and sojourners with Me” 

B. The Syrian Civil War and Damascus

With the increase of civil war in Syria, it is possible we could witness the destruction of Damascus based on Isaiah 17:1 

“The burden of Damascus. Behold, Damascus is taken away from being a city, and it shall be a ruinous heap” 

C. Rebuilding the Jewish Temple

The move to rebuild the Jewish Temple is gaining strength 

It’s possible we could see steps taken that would lead to the fulfillment of this prophecy 

We want to be alert to any kind of treaty that would allow the Jews to rebuild their temple on the temple site

The Dome of the Rock, a Muslim shrine, is on the site now 

Muslims believe that Mohammed and his horse were transported by Allah to the Temple Mount in Jerusalem and that he ascended to heaven from the spot of the Dome of the Rock 

It’s ironic, however, that there is no evidence Mohammed was ever in Jerusalem

This structure does not have to be removed for the temple to be rebuilt because it’s believed the temple was actually built north of the Dome 

This area is vacant on the temple site now 

Dr. Asher Kaufman stated that the original temple stood 322 feet north of the Dome of the Rock 

His findings are disputed, however 
                                                                                                           Others feel the Dome must be removed 

Time will tell 

The construction of the temple does not have to occur after the Rapture 

We could see its construction before we are removed 

The blue-prints for the third Jewish temple have already been made and a three-minute, computer-enhanced video of its future appearance can be viewed on You Tube 

(Look under the heading “Blueprints Revealed For The Third Jewish Temple”)

A great deal of furniture has been constructed for the temple including the huge menorah which has been fashioned from 95 pounds of solid gold 

Its value alone is $2,000,000 dollars 

In December 2007, the menorah was moved to an outside location on the Western Wall Plaza across from the Temple Mount 

Holy vessels, garments for the priests, and the head piece of the high priest have also been made in preparation for the next temple 

(You can view many of these items on You Tube if you research the next Jewish temple) 

Vital research on the DNA genetic markers of the Jewish priesthood have produced amazing results since 1998 

Researchers have identified the Cohen Gene which exists in those who are descendants of Aaron, the brother of Moses 

Those who have this gene are of the tribe of Levi  

A temple school has been established for the training of these men to be temple priests 

THE SIGNS IN THE “HEAVENS”

THE SIGNS IN “ISRAEL” 

III. THE SIGNS IN THE “WORLD”  - Ezekiel 38 

Israel today faces many threats in the World 

As goes Israel so goes the World 

The World hates Israel because they belong to God and they hate God! 

A. The Threat from Iran and a Muslim Coalition  

The threat of Iran continues to escalate as they pursue the course to gain nuclear weapons 

Iran has threatened to exterminate the Jewish people 

When Ahmadinejad was the president of Iran, he expressed his convictions on several occasions that Israel must be wiped off the map and that the Zionist state cannot survive



During a meeting with Palestinian leaders, Ahmadinejad stated that “like it or not, the Zionist regime is heading toward annihilation” 

At a meeting in Tehran, entitled – “A World Without Zionism”  

Ahmadinejad stated that – “very soon this stain of disgrace (Israel) will be purged from the center of the Islamic World … and this is attainable” 

When the Iranian parliament first met in Tehran many years ago to discuss a bill that would require the government to enrich uranium it is no coincidence after its approval that the members of parliament began chanting –“Death to Israel” 

We know in the future that Iran is going to attack Israel with a Muslim coalition of countries based on Ezekiel 38:1-6 … 

B. The Threat from Russia, Turkey and Iran   

Ezekiel 38:1 talks about Gog. Who is Gog? 

This word means end time ruler or the man on top 

This word perfectly describes a dictator 

Ancient Maps indicate that Magog covered countries such as eastern Turkey and the southern portions of Russia 

Meshech included the region of western Russia, Georgia, and northeastern Turkey 

Tubal is the area of eastern Russia 

Notice that Russia and Turkey are mentioned several times here

Over 2500 years ago, Ezekiel saw Russia as a world power 

In 1857, Reverend F. E. Pitts preached two sermons on prophecy before a joint session in Congress 

This took place sixty years before the Communist take-over in 1917 

He warned that Russia would be a dominant world power one day based on the Bible   

Russia may seem calm right now, but the bear is on the prowl according to Scripture

Like a bee that is drawn to honey or the moth to the flame, both Russia and Turkey will be drawn to Israel 

That is interesting because Turkey used to be a friend of Israel, but a lot has changed over the last ten years 

The Muslim influence in the nation has now made it anti-Israel 

It is also interesting to note that the first nation to formally recognize the state of Israel was Russia 

Stalin hoped Israel would be a socialist nation to offset the influence of the West 


He turned to the Arabs when Israel would not cooperate

A Muslim coalition will join Russia in the invasion of Israel 

Islam is the uniting factor of these nations 

We will focus on Persia since it is the most feared nation in the Middle East

Persia is modern day Iran and Afghanistan 

The name of Persia was officially changed to Iran in 1935

Ezekiel saw 2500 years ago that Persia would be pro-Russian 

In October, 1932, a significant treaty was signed between Russia and Persia 

This treaty stated that in the event of war, Russian forces could pass through Iran without resistance, in order to attack other countries  

When Russia marches to Israel, Iran's terrain will be much easier to cross than Turkey's mountainous land

Iran's vast population is Persian, not Arab 

Most folks don't realize there are two kinds of Muslims 

There are Shiite Muslims and Sunni Muslims 


This division took place after the death of the Prophet Muhammad in 632 A.D. 

The Sunnis believed that Islam's political and military leader should be chosen by a consensus of Muslims  

90% of Muslims today are Sunnis

The Shiite Muslims believed that the leader should be a descendant of Muhammad through his closest male relative 

Shiite leadership was passed down through the Imams or religious leaders, who were believed to be divinely appointed from Muhammad's family 

The Shiite group formed a stronghold in the country of Persia 

Shiites are known as “Twelvers”

In 873 A.D., the line of Muhammad ended with the disappearance of the twelfth imam, a 4-year-old by the name of Al-Askari 

The Twelvers believe that Al-Askari is now hidden and in a transcendent state 

They believe he will someday emerge as the Mahdi, the deliverer of the Islamic community in its hour of dire need

Until he returns, the temporary vacuum of spiritual leadership in Persia is filled by a council that appoints a supreme spiritual leader 

This leader is known as the Ayatollah who is the custodian of Islam until their Mahdi returns 

It was Ayatollah Khomeini who held Americans hostages for more than a year in 1979

Muslims are expecting their Mahdi to appear very soon 

According to a pew research poll conducted in 2012, 2/3 of a billion Muslims expect the Mahdi to arrive in their lifetimes 

This means an estimated 672 million Muslims expect to witness the Mahdi's return 

Could it be that the Anti-Christ has a Islamic background that would convince the Muslims that he is their Mahdi?

The great desire of Muslims today is to unify again all the Islamic countries of the world into a single Islamic state or caliphate under the control of one leader called the caliph 

You can see the great power and influence such unity would exert upon the world 

Over 90% of Muslim history has been under the leadership of a caliph

One of the greatest examples is the Ottoman Caliphate, or Ottoman Empire 

This empire lasted some 634 years 


At the zenith of its power in the 16th and 17th century, it spanned three continents, controlling most of South-Eastern Europe, the Middle East and North Africa 

As you can see, these caliphs had great power

An Islamic caliphate does not exist right now because it was dissolved in 1924 in Istanbul, Turkey by Kemal Ataturk 

This caliph, who was there religious and political leader, abolished the Islamic caliphate and in so doing, devastated Muslims across the world 

Muslims today want this reinstated 

This is what we want to be alert for in the world today 

Muslims will exert great influence in the world in the last days

Of this “Ezekiel coalition”, Iran is the most dangerous and threatening as they approach the production of a nuclear weapon 

Iran's military is ranked the 9th largest in the world with 523,000 active personnel 

The 4th president of Iran, Rafsanjani stated – “The everlasting struggle between Ishmael and Isaac cannot cease until one or the other is utterly vanquished” 

Muslim influence and domination is growing at an alarming rate in the world 


That influence has been keenly felt in Russia 

It is possible, if current trends continue, that Russia could either disintegrate completely or be a majority Muslim country within this century 

The exponential growth in Islam since the demise of the Soviet Union has been rapid

For example, in 1991, Russia had about 300 mosques and now there are at least 8,000 

In 1991, there were no Islamic religious schools and today there are between 50 and 60, teaching as many as 50,000 Muslim students 

Some analysts predicted that sometime in 2015, Muslims would make up a majority of Russia's conscript army, and by 2020 a fifth of the population

President Putin has become very pro-Muslim 

He said – “Russia has always been the most faithful, reliable and consistent defender of the interests of the Islamic world” 

In February, 1991, the Russians made a secret agreement with Iran 

Iran promised not to evangelize and radicalize central Asia if Russia would sell her weapons and nuclear technology to them 




The Russians would also be bound to fight with Iran and the rest of the Islamic forces in a future war with Israel 

Russia's weak economy makes the influence of Islamic money at an all-time high 

Russia's cooperation with the Muslims world will  guarantee her access to the Persian Gulf oil 

Russia has built a huge tank factory in Iran 

The Iranians have purchased a number of MIG fighter  from Russia 

As you can see, these two nations are buddies

If Israel attacks Iran in a preemptive strike to destroy their nuclear weapons, you can see why Russia would get involved in attacking Israel 

They have invested billions of dollars in Iran's nuclear program and have many advisors and scientists in Iran 

If Russians were killed in a preemptive strike, the call for retaliation in Russia would be great

If Russia didn't come to the aid of Iran, it would certainly make other allied nations question the value of Russia as a strategic partner 

Russia may have no choice but to become involved 

This attack against Israel may be motivated by revenge 


There are other factors involved 

God will bring these nations down by putting hooks in their jaws 

Ezekiel 38:4 – “And I will turn thee back, and put hooks into thy jaws, and I will bring thee forth, and all thine army …” 

There are several hooks that would cause them to attack 

We have mentioned revenge

 Here are 4 other hooks to consider 

C. The Hooks

1. The Hook of Oil and Natural Gas

Energy is the currency of our day 

Oil is the gold standard 

65% of the world's oil supply is located in the Middle East 

Half of the oil is in the Persian Gulf area 

To control the Middle East, Israel has to go 

Oil reserves have been located in the southeastern section of Israel near the Dead Sea and on the Mediterranean coast line 


Shale oil deposit has been discovered 

An important discovery of natural gas was made off the coast of Ashkelon in the Mediterranean Sea 

This discovery could supply all of Israel's needs for years 

The Tamar deposit, discovered in 2009 … 

Some 56 miles west of Haifa, holds an estimated 8.5 trillion cubic feet of natural gas and is expected to provide for Israel's natural gas needs again for years  

A further discovery in 2010, called Leviathan, boasts an estimated 16 to 18 trillion cubic feet of gas, and went online in 2016, will last for many more decades to come 

These discoveries will enable Israel to become an exporter of natural gas 

They will make billions of dollars

The great treasures of Israel that have been recently discovered are beginning to pay off and create a major financial shift of prosperity for the nation of Israel 

The Times of Israel reported that on February 19, 2014, Israeli and Jordanian officials signed a deal under which Israel will supply $500 million worth of gas to the Hashemite kingdom from the Tamar natural gas field in the Mediterranean 


The supply was set to start in 2016, and to continue over a 15-year period 

Ultimately, however, the deal may be expanded to a $30-billion mammoth partnership, under which Israel would become the major supplier of Jordan's gas needs 

This agreement came just days after a major financial deal with Australia 

What is interesting to note that negotiations are being made with Egypt, Russia, and possibly Turkey over the purchase of natural gas from Israel

Israel is on its way to energy independence 

These reserves are a big temptation to other Nations 

2. The Hook of the Dead Sea

The Dead Sea is a body of water located 25 miles east of Jerusalem 

It is 53 miles long, 10 miles wide, and 13,000 feet deep at its greatest depth 

It is 1310 feet below sea level and surrounded by hills and mountains, which makes it an immense hole in the earth 

The Jordan river pours on an average of 61/2 million tons of water into this hole every 24 hours which have no way of escape, except through the process of evaporation 

The average temperature in this region is 120 degrees, which causes a very rapid evaporation, and the minerals contained in the waters flowing in are all left behind in the sea

The British Gov’t appointed experts to determine the approximate wealth of the Dead Sea, and their report is almost unbelievable 

The value of the mineral deposits of the Dead Sea are estimated at 5 Trillion dollars 

Isaiah saw the wealth of this sea being converted and brought to Israel centuries before 

Isaiah 60:5 – “Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged; because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee”

To help us understand this wealth, the sea is worth more than the combined wealth of the United States, France, and England because of all those minerals 

The water composition is 26% minerals which makes it very buoyant 

You can actually float on the water and not sink 

The Romans named it the Miracle Sea because when they tried to drown the Christians in it, they couldn’t 

The Dead Sea contains potash which is a potent fertilizer and an element for pesticides 

It is very valuable in growing food 

The main element of this sea is magnesium which is the metal of the future 

The largest reserves in the world of this element are in the Dead Sea 

It has half the weight of aluminum and can withstand temperatures up to 2,372 F 

It is an ideal metal for the manufacturing of airplanes, rockets, spaceships and cars 

Magnesium also contains chemicals for making gasoline

The Dead Sea also contains the highest concentration of bromide in the world 

Bromide reserves in the Dead Sea are sufficient enough to meet the needs of the world for the next 3000 years 

Bromide has a wide range of uses: medicines, pesticides, paint industries, glass industries, fuel industries, and raising octane levels in gasoline 

You can see why a nation would love to control this part of the world 

The Hook of the Dead Sea 

3. The Hook of Food 


Israel is the bread basket of the region 

She provides 90% of the citrus fruit for Europe 

Farms abound everywhere as the Jewish people have learned to convert salt water into fresh water and replenish barren land 

Jewish technology is literally feeding the world, especially in the poor, third-world 

Since the 1950’s, Israelis have not only been finding miraculous ways to green their own desert but have shared their discoveries with other nations

Israel has revolutionized drip irrigation methods in producing bumper crops 

Jewish engineers discovered that a slow, balanced drip led to remarkable growth 

The Tipa or Drop system is a simple drip irrigation system that uses gravity to water crops when there is no water supply or water pressure coming to rural areas

Israeli-designed Grain Pro Cocoons provide a surprisingly simple and cheap way for African and Asian farmers to keep their grain market-fresh 

These cocoons are huge bags which keep both water, air, hungry bugs, and micro-contaminants away from the plants 

They thrive even in extreme heat and humidity

An Israeli company called Bio-Bee, breeds beneficial insects and mites for biological pest control and bumblebees for natural pollination in greenhouses and open fields 

The company's top seller worldwide is two-millimeter-long, pear-shaped orange spider that is a highly efficient enemy of the spider mite, a devastating agricultural pest 

In fact, 60% of California strawberries since 1990 are treated with this predatory spider from the Holy Land 

In Israel, Bio-Bee products have enabled sweet-pepper farmers to reduce the use of chemical pesticides by 75% 

Israel has also learned to boost milk production on dairy farms 

China is sending groups of dairy farm manager trainees to Israel to learn how to do this

Agricultural Knowledge On-Line (AKOL) makes unique software to help producers grow fruits and vegetables, raise poultry and dairy cows, manage vineyards and make olive oil 

AKOL applications advise farmers on when to plant, irrigate and harvest; how to cope with drought; how to choose the crops best for their area; how to implement ideal storage and temperature control procedures based on climate; …


… and how to track the growth of chickens, livestock and fruit, among other ideas for running a modern, professional farm

After 30 years of research, Israel has developed strains of potatoes that thrive in hot, dry climates, and can be irrigated by saltwater 

Potatoes are one of the top sources of nutrition in the world, but they never before grew well in hot, desert regions like the Middle East 

Now farmers in these regions can grow potatoes as a cash crop

Another Israeli company, Tal-Ya Water Technologies, developed reusable plastic trays to collect dew from the air, reducing the water needed by crops or trees by up to 50% 

The square serrated trays, made from recyclable plastic with UV filters and a limestone additive, surround each plant or tree 

When the temperature changes overnight, dew forms on the surfaces of these trays, which funnels the dew and condensation straight to the roots 

If it rains, the trays heighten the effect of each inch of water 27 times over 

The trays also block the sun so weeds can't take root, 
and they protect the plants from extreme temperature shifts


Israel has also developed the ability to raise carp on fish farms 

They have used their knowledge to help the people of Uganda to raise fish to supply them with an abundance of food 

Jewish scientists have also learned how to introduce genetic material into seeds without modifying the DNA of the plant 

This improves the resistance of the plant to disease even before they are sown into the ground

All of these different developments have enabled Israel to help feed the world and make maximum use of their land for producing crops

The Hook of Food 

4. The Hook of Jerusalem 

Jerusalem is the key prize of Israel 

The world's three largest religions all lay claim to Jerusalem and have fought battles for her over the last 3000 years. Why? 

It's not on a river, seaport, important trade route, or on a path to an important destination 

The nearest port is 60 miles away  

The answer of Jerusalem's importance is it is a spiritual city

Ezekiel warns us that these Islamic countries are going to feel confident enough to attack Israel one day 

As of today, almost 1/4 of the nations in the UN are Muslim 

Muslims control or have a powerful influence in 50 of the most important countries in the world

Muslims want to drive western influence out of the Middle East 

They want to destroy the nation of Israel, and then re-establish Muslim authority over the city of Jerusalem 

They want to replace a Judeo-Christian world order with a Muslim-based world order

In the United States, Islam is growing like a weed 

While protests against new mosques in New York, Tennessee and California made headlines, the overall number of mosques quietly rose from 1,209 in the year 2000 to 2,106 in 2010 

That is a 74% increase in 10 years

It is interesting to note that some public school systems will allow Islam to be taught in the schools, 

But prohibit any teaching or discussion about Christianity


[bookmark: _GoBack]These are serious days that we live in for sure 

I believe the tetrad of the blood moons is a warning that a big change is coming very soon for Israel 

The changes to come will affect the entire world 
