THE BOOK OF HEBREWS #45     
Take Heed – Hebrews 12:25-29    
TAKE HEED

DATE: 4/8/2015 Wed. 

TEXT: Hebrews 12:25-29

INTRODUCTION

Remain Standing as we prepare to Read the Word of God 

As we transition into vs. 25-29 and the end of chapter 12

We find Paul now giving an admonition to his hearers

An admonition to Take Heed to listen to the Voice of God 

Remember how the Children of Israel pleaded with Moses not to let God speak with them? 

But rather they wanted Moses to speak to them! 

(Back in) vs. 19, 20 – “… and the voice of words; which voice they that heard intreated that the word should not be spoken to them any more:” “For they could not endure that which was commanded …”

Exodus 20:19 – “Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die”

But Paul now tells us that just the opposite should be true 

“See that ye refuse not Him that speaketh”

In this final section of Hebrews 12, Paul makes it clear that we are responsible to hear and obey God's Word 


When He speaks we are to listen and pay close attention 

There are dire consequences for refusing the Word of God 

Mark 4:24 – “And He said unto them, Take heed what ye hear: (for) with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be given”

How important something is to you … will be the attention you will give to it 

Notice the Phrase “Take Heed”

This phrase is declared some 26 times in the NT 

And means to pay special or close attention 

The Bible says a lot about making sure we pay special attention to all that God has to say 

I Hope this passage will help us see this 

Let’s read vs. 25-29

~~~Prayer~~~

I. A “WILLINGNESS TO HEAR” – v.25a 

“See that ye refuse not Him that speaketh”

Job 33:14 – “For God speaketh once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth it not”

Many think, I belabor, (harp) way too much (but …) 


The Word of God says that it is important to be reminded

In II Peter 1:12 -15 Peter uses the word remembrance 3 x’s 

II Peter 1:12 – “Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth” 

Jesus expressed frustration with His apostles when they just couldn’t seem to understand some things 

Matthew 16:9 – “Do ye not yet understand, neither remember the five loaves of the five thousand, and how many baskets ye took up?” (Jesus teaching concerning the leaven of the Pharisee’s)

Jeremiah 10:1 – “Hear ye the Word which the LORD speaketh unto you”

God's Word is sounded forth today as it is preached, printed and propagated throughout the world 

Psalms 68:11 – “The Lord gave the Word: great was the company of those that published it”

Yet, it is a tragic fact that many refuse to hear the Word of the Lord 

They have turned a deaf ear to the things of God 

We would expect lost men to reject the Word, 

But many professing believers are guilty of it

It’s believers to whom James is speaking when he warns


James 1:22 – “… be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves”

To many, God's Truth goes in one ear and out the other  

But we can be assured … that hearers will be held accountable

Mark 4:24 – “And He said unto them, Take heed what ye hear: (for) with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be given”

What regard you give the Word of God, will be the regard we get back from God

Psalms 50:16, 17 – “But unto the wicked (contrary) God saith, What hast thou to do to declare My statutes, or that thou shouldest take My covenant in thy mouth?” 
“Seeing thou hatest instruction, and castest My words behind thee”  

Contrary - willfully disobedient or uncooperative

The Bible talks about having “ears to hear” 

It is found 8 times in the NT 

Mark 4:9 – “And He said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear” 

Jesus is not just talking about hearing sounds 

He’s talking about responding to that which is being spoken 


The Parable of the 2 Sons – Matt. 21:28-31a  

“Which of the two did the will of his father?” 

Psalms 138:2 – “I will worship toward Thy holy temple, and praise Thy Name for Thy lovingkindness and for Thy truth: for Thou hast magnified Thy Word above all Thy Name”

God has magnified His Word above His Name, 

Surely we should respect Him enough to hear what He has to say

Unfortunately most of what He has said as fallen on deaf ears! 

The Warning is clear - “See that ye refuse not Him that speaketh”

A “WILLINGNESS TO HEAR”

II. A “WARNING TO HEED” – v.25b – 27, 29  

The warning to “Beware lest” is found twice in the NT 

Colossians 2:8 – “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ”

II Peter 3:17 – “Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness”

“Beware lest” is a negative admonition

“Lest” – means in order to prevent something from happening 

It is an appeal to constant vigilance and self-examination

“See that ye refuse not is saying the same thing

The verb “refuse” was used of those who “made excuses” (same word) and rejected the invitation to attend the Great Supper in Luke 14:18, 19

Careless Disdain of a Gracious Request brought the loss of Personal Blessing

The Results of not heeding the warning made in the 1st part of v.25 is now declared

A. The Argument is Simple – v.25b 

“For if they escaped not who refused Him that spake on earth, (how) much more shall not we escape, if we turn away from Him that speaketh from heaven:”

If those under the Old Covenant were not able to flee  from God who spoke to them through Moses on Earth  

Then how much more impossible is it to escape from the sure judgment of God who speaks from Heaven, 

Whose voice at Sinai shook the Earth? 

The Israelites didn't escape the judgment of God when they refused to listen, and Neither will we!

B. The Judgment is Sure – vs. 26, 27 


v. 26 – “Whose voice then shook the earth: but now He hath promised, saying, ‘Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven’” 

The Apostle is quoting from Haggai 2:6 …

Where the Lord said that He was going to … not only shake the earth … but the heavens as well 

“For thus saith the LORD of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, (more) and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land;” 

Paul now interprets the verse for us, in …  

v.27 - “And this word, ‘Yet once more’, signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain”

This shaking will be fulfilled during the Tribulation period, as well as at the end of the Millennium in which everything will be removed out of its place

Ezekiel 38:19 – “For in My jealousy and in the fire of My wrath have I spoken, Surely in that day there shall be a great shaking in the land of Israel;”

Revelation 20:11 – “And I saw a great white throne, and Him that sat on it, from Whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them”

C. The Dire Warning – v.29 

“For our God is a consuming fire”

Fire in the Bible is always representative of Judgment

Remember earlier in this chapter how Paul took us back to Exodus 19

And the description of Moses meeting God at Mt. Sinai 

v.18 – “For you are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest,”

II Peter 3:10 – “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up”  

Hebrews 10:31 – “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God”

A “WILLINGNESS TO HEAR”

A “WARNING TO HEED”

III. A “WAY TO HOLINESS” – v.28 

“Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:”

Paul contrasts the eternal with the temporal and calls for a holy reverence of God 

A. The Kingdom of God 



The temporal things of the world are going to come to naught, 

But the eternal kingdom of God is unshakable and will remain intact 

The kingdoms of this world will cease to be 

Rev. 11:15 – “And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever”  

God is still be on His throne 

Psalms 45:6 – “Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever...” 

B. The Word of God 

Look with me at the end of v.27 

“that those things which cannot be shaken may remain”

God’s Truth found in God’s Word will never pass away 

Matthew 24:35 – “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My Words shall not pass away”  

Man's word will be void, but God's word will stand for ever 

Psalms 119:89 – “For ever, O Lord, Thy Word is settled in heaven”  

CONCLUSION 

This passage emphasizes that this material world should not be our foundation  

We should rather live for the spiritual world  

Only that which is spiritual will remain  

So many people live for temporal things; things that have no eternal value  

The day will come when such things will be no more  

But those who serve the King of kings will enjoy the unshakable Kingdom of God for eternity 



A “WILLINGNESS TO HEAR”

A “WARNING TO HEED”

A “WAY TO HOLINESS”


Might We Take Heed! 
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