GOD’S ETERNAL PLAN  
THE BOOK OF ISIAH #46               
God’s Eternal Plan – Isaiah 25    
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     DATE: 2/28/2018 Wed.    
                   
TEXT: Isaiah 25:1-12     

INTRODUCTION 

I don’t know if you remember, but back in chapter 12 we looked at the end of what is believed to be the 1st section of this Book 

In that chapter we saw Isaiah Praising God 

So as we come to the end of the next section of this great prophetic Book, we find Isaiah doing the same 

The preceding chapter, (24) in large measure, graphically described the horrors of the Tribulation, especially from the Jewish perspective 

The preceding thirteen chapters of Isaiah have predicted that God’s hand of judgment will fall on the nations of the world 

God’s universal judgment of the world was the prophecy discussed in the previous chapter

Focusing on so much judgment can weigh heavily upon a person’s heart 

And even cause us to shrink back from the message 

But God’s judgment is not haphazard or without purpose 

When He executes judgment on the earth, He acts according to a master plan, 

… a detailed course of action that He has devised for the world 

All that happens on earth, even every evil, wicked deed

… Is worked out, and used by God to fulfill His plan 

God’s plan for mankind and this world will be fulfilled

This chapter now presents the glories of the Millennium, 

(particularly from a Jewish perspective) 

In the prophecy of the present Scriptures, Isaiah gives us again a glimpse into God’s Eternal Plan 

After the terrifying days of universal judgment known as the Great Tribulation, 

Jesus Christ will then establish the kingdom of God on earth 

The King is coming just as its been declared  

Matthew 3:2 – “And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”  

Matthew 4:17 – “From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” 

From the beginning of creation, God’s purpose has been to bring His kingdom to earth, 

And He has a plan to accomplish His purpose 

The perspective here is of redeemed Israel, restored in their land in the Millennium

They are looking back at how God has marvelously saved them both spiritually as well as nationally 

Their song is of praise and exaltation for the wonderful things God had done for them in redeeming and restoring them as a nation 

The mention of His counsels undoubtedly speaks of His Word 

Indeed, it is faithful and true!

Let’s pray and look at God’s Eternal Plan in Isaiah 25 

~~~Prayer~~~ 

First we see that God’s Plan is to …

I. ESTABLISH “PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS” – v. 1 

“O LORD, thou art my God; I will exalt Thee, I will praise Thy Name; for Thou hast done wonderful things; Thy counsels of old are faithfulness and truth”

I think first and foremost God’s Plan is to establish a personal relationship with His creation  

In addressing the Lord, Isaiah says “You are my God” 

He acknowledges the Lord in a very personal way, 



That a personal relationship exists between Isaiah and the Lord is very evident  

A personal relationship is always the first thing God is  seeking in people (Read remainder of Verse) 

God longs to be the Father of every human being, for every man and woman to become His children  

This was His very purpose for choosing the Jews to be His people

Deuteronomy 14:2 – “For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God, and the LORD hath chosen thee to be a peculiar people unto Himself, above all the nations that are upon the earth” 

Notice that it is the Nation of Israel that was Chosen or Elected, not the individuals in the Nation 

There is no election in an indivdual’s Salvation

That is, that God has somehow randomly picked who will and who will not be saved  

There is the Call to Salvation, all who heed the Call are saved 

God as Elected / Predetermined the Church; people are added to the Church 

While there are numerous ideas of precisely what election means in regards to salvation, the fact that believers are elect is indisputable 


The Bible teaches it 

I Thessalonians 1:4  -“Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God” 

Romans 8:29, 30 – “For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren” “Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them He also justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified”  

Ephesians 1:4, 5, 11 – “According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love:” “Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will” “In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of Him who worketh all things after the counsel of His own will:” 
 
II Peter 1:10 – “Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:” 
 
Simply put, the doctrine of election is that God Determines how a person will be saved

I guess the next question is … What has God Determined? 

God has Determined ahead of time that those who trust Him by Faith in His Declared Word will be saved 



The Bible nowhere instructs us to be concerned regarding our status as elect or non-elect 

Rather, God calls us to believe, to receive Jesus Christ as Saviour, and that is by Grace through Faith 

Ephesians 2:8, 9 – “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:” 
“Not of works, lest any man should boast” 

If a person truly trusts in Jesus alone for salvation, that person is one of the elect 

Whether belief secures election or election causes belief – that is another debate 

But what is sure is, that belief is evidences of election 

No one can receive Jesus as Saviour unless God draws him  

John 6:44 – “No man can come to Me, except the Father which hath sent Me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day” 

God begins by calling/drawing people to Himself through Conscience and Creation 

Romans 1:19, 20 …

The idea of a person wanting to be saved but being unable to, due to not being one of the elect, is absolutely foreign to the Bible 

No one seeks after God’s plan of salvation on his own 


Romans 3:10-18 … 

Those without Christ are blind to their need for salvation 

II Corinthians 4:4 …

I believe God begins drawing people to Himself right away  

It is God who opens eyes and enlightens minds to the 
Realization that there is a God 

Therefore, if you understand God’s plan of salvation, recognize your need for it, and feel compelled to receive Jesus Christ as your Saviour, and believe … you are saved

If you have received Jesus Christ as your Saviour, trusting  Him alone for salvation, believing that His sacrifice is the full payment for your sin – congratulations, you are one of the elect 

GOD WANTS TO ESTABLISH A “PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP” WITH US 

Next, God’s Plan is to … 

II. ESTABLISH UNIVERSAL “PRAISE” – vs. 2, 3 

God’s plan for the world includes a wonderful event 

A day when all Nations will Worship the Lord 

v. 3 – “Therefore shall the strong people glorify Thee, the city of the terrible nations shall fear Thee” 



Since the first coming of Christ, people from all over the world have been turning to Him and trusting Him as their Saviour

But when Christ returns to set up God’s kingdom on earth, all Nation in the world will turn to Him and worship Him  

However, before that takes place, the terrifying hand of God’s judgment will have fallen on all the wicked of the earth

v. 2 – “For thou hast made of a city an heap; of a defenced city a ruin: a palace of strangers to be no city; it shall never be built” 

The term “city” is a generic term, referring to all the cities of the world 

In Isaiah’s day the cities of the world were the centers of worldly power and wealth, godlessness and wickedness and covetousness and greed 

Not much different today (Chicago, NY, LA …) 

Down through history, the cities of the world have continued to reject and defy the Lord 

Genesis 11 …

The same spirit of rebellion against God marches on 

As a result, the day is coming when He will destroy them 

These fortresses of defiance and centers of wickedness will become heaps of rubble, never to be rebuilt 

God’s purpose in destroying these cities is to stir up the Gentiles to repent of their sins and worship Him 

For those who repent, there will be salvation 

But for those who reject Him, there will be only judgment 

They will stand before the Lord in judgment and bow the knee, acknowledging that He is truly the Son of the living God 

After bowing the knee, they will face the judgment of God because of their defiance and refusal to repent 

Matthew 8:11; Luke 13:29; Romans 10:12, 13; 17-20; Phil. 2:9-11; Isaiah 2:2, 3; 11:10; 24:14-16; 60:3, 4; 65:1 

GOD WILL ESTABLISH “PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS” 

GOD WILL ESTABLISH “UNIVERSAL PRAISE” 

III. GOD WILL ESTABLISH “PROTECTION” – vs. 4, 5 

“For thou hast been a strength to the poor, a strength to the needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow from the heat, when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against the wall” “Thou shalt bring down the noise of strangers, as the heat in a dry place; even the heat with the shadow of a cloud: the branch of the terrible ones shall be brought low” 

Concern for the oppressed has always been God’s heart 

His plan for the world includes the protection of His people; everyone who is poor and needy 

Down through history, God has been a refuge and shelter for all who call upon Him for help

The powerful of this world have always oppressed God’s people  

Isaiah compared their oppressive acts to the pelting rain of a storm driving against a wall and to the burning heat beating down upon the desert 

God is planning a final, victorious day of deliverance for all the persecuted of earth 

Before that day comes, however, the Lord will strengthen and empower His people to endure the oppression of the ruthless 

Throughout all of history believers have fled to the Lord as a refuge and shelter from such tyranny, and the Lord strengthened them 

They were able to walk through the sufferings of the storm and the burning heat of persecution

But the day is coming when the Messiah will establish His kingdom on earth 

When He does, God will silence the roar of the ruthless forever and punish them for their wicked acts 

Once they are removed from the earth, God’s people will experience His perfect protection 

In that day, the perfect refuge and shelter of God’s presence will prevail 

The Lord is our hiding place from the stormy, fiery trials of this world

Deut. 33:27; Ps. 17:8; 27:5; 31:20; 32:7; 46:1; 64:2; 71:3; 119:114; 143:9; Prov. 14:26; 18:10 

Isaiah 25:4 – “For thou hast been a strength to the poor, a strength to the needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow from the heat, when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against the wall” 

GOD WILL ESTABLISH “PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS” 

GOD WILL ESTABLISH “UNIVERSAL PRAISE” 

GOD WILL ESTABLISH “PROTECTION”

IV. GOD WILL ESTABLISH HIS “PROVISIONS” – v. 6 

“And in this mountain shall the LORD of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined”

When Christ reigns, times will be good in every area of life

A. The ‘Place’ 

“In this mountain” (Mt. Zion) 

A “Mountain” in the Scripture is often used to represent government / Jerusalem  

It is “this” mountain which refers to Christ’s throne   


No other government in the world or history will have provided such prosperity 

B. The ‘Person’ 

“LORD of hosts”

Jehovah-God/Jesus Christ will provide this prosperity 

Without Him reigning … we’d all be in the poor house
	
C. The ‘People’ 

“All people”

God has such an abundance of provisions that all people can be included 

Like in the Gospel in which anyone can come for salvation, so here anyone can come to the Lord for provision 

D. The ‘Provision’ 

“A feast of fat things”

The word “feast” is quantity in the provision and 

“fat things” implies quality in the provision

E. The ‘Pleasure’ 

“Feast... wines”

Both words implies pleasure 

Proverbs 10:22 – “The blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich, and He addeth no sorrow with it”

So many things of the world promise pleasure but give sorrow instead; not so with the blessing of God 

V. GOD WILL ESTABLISH “PERCEPTION” – v. 7 

“And He will destroy in this mountain the face of the covering cast over all people, and the vail that is spread over all nations” 

Divine Perception is promised when Christ reigns 

Jeremiah 31:34 - “They shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother... for they shall all know Me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them” 

The hindrances to learning spiritual truths will be removed 

Paul wrote that there is a vail over the minds of Jewish people 

II Corinthians 3:13-16 …

That same vail was / is over the minds of the rest of us as well

II Corinthians 4:4 – “In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them” 


A. The ‘Vesture’ 

“He will destroy... the covering cast over all the people” 

There are many coverings which need removing if people are to understand the Word of God 

The covering of prejudice, apostasy, and unbelief, to name just a few  

All need removing if the Word is to be understood by someone 

B. The ‘Vail’

“He will destroy... the vail that is spread over all nations”

This vail is the curse of sin upon every person which makes someone slow in understanding spiritual matters 

I Corinthians 13:12 – “Now we see through a glass darkly; but then face to face; now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known”
 
VI. GOD WILL ESTABLISH HIS “PROMISE” – v. 8  

“He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for the LORD hath spoken it” 

Divine Promises are Comforting and Enlightening  

The Promises are supported by the Word of God 

“The Lord hath spoken it”

Let’s look at 3 Encouraging Promises here 

A. No more ‘Grave’ 

“He will swallow up death in victory”

Jesus Christ has power over death 

When one comes to Christ, he will escape eternal death (hell), and also when He reigns, there will be no more death of any kind 

Paul wrote in I Corinthians 15:51-58 …

B. No more ‘Sorrow’ 

“The Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces” 

This truth is also stated in … 

Revelation 7:17 – “For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes” 

Revelation 21:4 – “And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away” 


Any cause of sorrow will be removed 

C. No more ‘Shame’  

“The rebuke of His people shall He take away from off all the earth”

This refers to the reproach and shame experienced by God's people

Both those who are His people through Abraham and those who are His people through Christ 

God's people have never been respected by the unbelieving world 

The Jews are despised in a great way even today, and Christians throughout the world are so despised that their life is threatened 

All of this will end when Christ rules 

There will be no more anti-Semitism and no more persecution of Christians 

VII. GOD WILL ESTABLISH HIS “POSSESSION” – v. 9 

“And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save us: this is the LORD; we have waited for Him, we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation”

All of the Redeemed of the Lord are His Possession

We belong to Him 

I Corinthians 6:20 – “For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's”  

A. The ‘Profession’

“And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God” 

Claiming God as our God is the way to blessing 

Those who know Him in a personal way 

Those who claim Him as their God are to proclaim Him as their God 

If you do not possess salvation, it is hard to proclaim it to others

Psalm 107:2 – “Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom He hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy;”   

B. The ‘Patience’ 

“We have waited for Him”

The Apostle Paul spoke of the “patience of hope” in I Thessalonians 1:3 in regards to believers waiting for the “blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of … our Saviour Jesus Christ"  in Titus 2:13

C. The ‘Power’

“He will (can) save us” 

From the Gospel standpoint, Christ's salvation is called “the power of God” in Romans 1:16 

Any deliverance by the Lord requires power, for there are many enemies who would oppose salvation

D. The ‘Pleasure’ 

“We will be glad and rejoice in his salvation”  

Possessing the salvation of God will bring joy and rejoicing to your heart 

Nothing in the world will bring as much pleasure as knowing the Lord 

VIII. GOD WILL ESTABLISH HIS “PUNISHMENT” – vs. 10-12

When Christ reigns, all evil will be put down 

Christ will bring into judgment the wicked influences that corrupted the world 

Hebrews 2:8 – “Thou hast put all things in subjection under His feet. For in that He put all in subjection under Him, He left nothing that is not put under Him. But now we see not yet all things put under Him” 

A. The ‘Designation’ of Evil – v. 10 b 

“Moab shall be trodden down”

Moab represents all the nations of evil that God will deal with when Christ comes to reign 


No evil nation will thrive when Christ reigns 
 
B. The ‘Destruction’ of Evil

The destruction of all evil nations will be very great
 
1. The ‘Shame’ – v. 11 (end)  

“He shall bring down their pride”

Proverbs 11:2 a – “When pride cometh, then cometh shame:”  

Sin creates a lot of pride 

The more wicked a person is, the more pride they seem to have 

But Christ will deal with pride and bring shame upon it

Leviticus 26:19 – “And I will break the pride of your power; and I will make your heaven as iron, and your earth as brass:” 

Psalm 59:12 – “For the sin of their mouth and the words of their lips let them even be taken in their pride: and for cursing and lying which they speak”

Proverbs 16:18 – “Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall”  

2. The ‘Spoiling’ – v. 11 (end) of the Spoilers 

“He shall bring down … the spoils of their hands”

The language here in the Hebrew indicates that the spoils were obtained by deceit  

But all evil gains will be lost in the judgment that comes upon evil nations 

Spoils – means to take property from someone 

I like how the Holy Spirit describes this happening 

“And He shall spread forth his hands in the midst of them, as he that swimmeth spreadeth forth his hands to swim:”   

3. The ‘Smashing’ – vs. 10, 12 

“Trodden down … for the dunghill” “the fortress of the high fort of thy walls shall He bring down … even to the dust”

The destruction of these evil nations will be devastating 

They will be “trodden down” and be made like a dung hill 

(On the farm a dung hill is called a manure pile) 

Plus the walls of the great cities will be smashed “to the dust”

CONCLUSION – God’s Eternal Plan 
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