GOD’S PERFECT PEACE
PART 1 
THE BOOK OF ISAIAH #47                
God’s Perfect Peace – Isaiah 26    
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     DATE: 3/21/2018 Wed.    
                   
TEXT: Isaiah 26:1-11     

INTRODUCTION 

In Isaiah 25 we looked at “God’s Eternal Plan” 

In Isaiah 26 we will look at “God’s Perfect Peace” 

v. 3 – “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee: because he trusteth in Thee” 

That’s a promise we can all embrace 

The theme of this chapter continues from the previous chapter 

It focuses on the restoration of Israel and Jerusalem when Christ becomes Israel's Messiah

It’s discussing the Millennial (1000 yrs.) Reign of Christ 

Revelation 20:6 – “Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years” 

The next great event on the prophetic calendar is the Rapture 

I Corinthians 15:51, 52 … 


I Thessalonians 4:15-18 … 

This begins the fore told Tribulation Period  

The Time of Jacob’s Trouble 

A time like has never been before or ever will be again  

And after 7 yrs. Jesus Christ will return to earth with the Saints of God and Rule and Reign for a 1000 yrs. 

Revelation 22:20 – “He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus” 

~~~Prayer~~~ 

I. OUR “REJOICING IN” CHRIST – vs. 1-4 … 

When Christ returns to Reign, there will be Rejoicing

A Rejoicing not heard before 

I Peter 4:13 – “But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy” 

We have all kinds of reason to Rejoice 

Revelation 21:1-5 …

A. The ‘Song’ of Rejoicing – v. 1 a

“In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah”

It seems when there is Rejoicing there is always Singing 

When will this sung be song?  

“In that day” speaks of the Millennial Reign of Christ 

What Song? A Song of Rejoicing because of their Salvation / Both Spiritually and Nationally 

1. A New Song 

Psalm 40:3 – “And He hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the LORD” 

Psalm 98:1 – “O sing unto the LORD a new song; for He hath done marvellous things: His right hand, and His holy arm, hath gotten Him the victory” 

Revelation 5:9 – “And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;” 

2. Not the Wicked Music of today 

You can’t take the devil’s music and make it spiritual 

The Bible tells us in Ephesians 5:19 – “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;”   

I don’t know how you can fit today’s music here 

Can’t people see that it is just one more means the devil is using to make his way into Churches 

I’m not going to compromise God’s Standard just to get a crowd 

II Corinthians 5:17 – “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new” 

We are to put the worldly stuff away 

B. The Rejoicing found in “Safety’ – v. 1 b 

“We have a strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks” 

They will Rejoice because of their Security

“We have a strong city;” 

We all like to feel safe, Salvation in Jesus provides that 

“salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks” 

We are eternally Secure in Jesus Christ 

I John 5:13 – “These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God” 
 
C. The Rejoicing of “Sanctity” – v. 2 

Holy Living brings Rejoicing 

“Open ye the gates, that the righteous … may enter”

1. Only the “righteous” will enter in 

Psalm 118:20 – “This gate of the LORD, into which the righteous shall enter” 

Psalm 45:15 – “With gladness and rejoicing shall they be brought: they shall enter into the king's palace” 

Psalm 100:4 – “Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise: be thankful unto Him, and bless His Name” 

Romans 3:22 – “Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference:” 

Imputed Righteousness – Jesus’ Righteousness is placed upon us 

2. “which keepeth the truth” 

This Practical Righteousness 

The righteous will be faithful to the truth, namely, to the Word of God 

Jesus said – “If you love Me, keep My Commandments” 

Isaiah 30:21 – “And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it,”  


Revelation 21:8 – “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, … “

Will not enter in  

D. The ‘Serenity’ in Rejoicing – v. 3 

“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee: because he trusteth in Thee” 

Real Peace can only occurs when the Prince of Peace is sitting+ on the throne 

Which will cause our hearts to Rejoice 

When we are secure in Who is in control, we have Peace 

1. The Provider of Peace – “Thou” – The LORD 

2. The Prerequisite to Peace – “Whose mind is stayed on Thee"

A lot of folks today are kind of like Peter when he tried to walk on the water  

They are focused on the Problem and not the Person of the Saviour  

Their negative thoughts are like those curtains that keep the light out of your bedroom 

Their thoughts hinder them from seeing the sunshine of God's goodness and blessing

Isaiah reminds us that peace comes from focusing on the Lord 

“whose mind is stayed on Thee” 

The psalmist urged us to do the same thing when he spoke of fixing his heart upon God

That word fixed means – secure, not subject to change, agreed upon, held in the mind

Psalm 57:7 – “My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed: I will sing and give praise” 

Psalm 108:1 – “O God, my heart is fixed; I will sing and give praise, even with my glory” 

Psalm 112:7 – “He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord” 

Isaiah urges us to focus on the Lord when he said that the Lord will keep those in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Him 

The word “keep” is in the imperfect tense which means to constantly or continually keep 

That is what we are to consistently do and the result will be the fact that we will be kept in “perfect peace” 

This is something you have to practice, it doesn’t just come naturally 



The word “stayed” means to lean, rest, or rely upon someone or something; to brace 

There are several insights we can glean from leaning on something

-- When you lean on something, you are depending on that object to support you 

We do this to keep from falling so that we can continue to go forward

Christ gives us balance and stability so we can run our race for the Lord

The Psalmist recognized that it was the LORD that Stayed him 

Psalm 116:8 – “For Thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling”

Psalm 145:14 – “The Lord upholdeth all that fall, and raiseth up all those that be bowed down” 

Jude 24 – “Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy,” 

-- When you lean on something, you do it to rest and regain strength

We can only find true rest and strength in the Lord



Psalm 46:1 – “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” 

Philippians 4:13 – “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me” 

Proverbs 18:10  - “The name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe” 

-- When you lean on something, you shift your weight to that object 

We are to shift the weight of our burdens upon the Lord Jesus Christ

I Peter 5:7 – “Casting all your care upon Him; for He careth for you” 

Psalm 55:22 – “Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and He shall sustain thee: He shall never suffer the righteous to be moved” 

Psalm 37:5 – “Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in Him; and He shall bring it to pass” 

Matthew 11:28-30 … 

E. The ‘Sovereign’ Who causes us to Rejoice – v. 4 

“Trust ye in the LORD for ever: for in the LORD JEHOVAH is everlasting strength:”

Quote: The last public words of a former Prime Minister of Israel, Yitzhak Rabin, were words of a warrior turned peacemaker. 


On November 4, 1995, just 90 minutes before the Israeli prime minister was assassinated, he addressed a peace rally attended by an estimated 100,000 people in Tel Aviv, and joined in the singing of peace songs. These were some of his final words: “I was a military man for 27 years. I waged war as long as there was no chance for peace. I believe there is now a chance for peace, a great chance, and we must take advantage of it.” 

Shortly thereafter, he was assassinated 

His quest for peace was cut off by a violent death

Tragedies leave people fearful, wondering if the same thing will happen to them 

They long for some kind of peace, especially about the matter of their death

To have Peace we must first have Trust 

Isaiah emphasized that perfect peace is the result of Trusting in the Lord 

Peace is sought by the peoples of the world 

Some think they have found it, when in reality, it is only a mirage 

In this confused world, most have not peace while others go to pieces 

True Peace / Rejoicing only comes from Trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ

2 things are said here about the Lord of Joy and Peace 



1. We must Trust – v. 4 a 

“Trust ye in the LORD for ever:” 

2. Who we must Trust  - v. 4 b 

“… in the LORD JEHOVAH is everlasting strength:”

Jehovah (LORD) of the Old Testament is Jesus of the New Testament 

The journey of Trust begins by putting our Trust first in the Lord for our salvation 

That is the most important matter in any one’s life  

Putting the destiny of your eternal soul into His care will give you immense peace 

It will help you to not only face life, but to face death, 

Because God's promise to those who trust in Him is the gift of eternal life 

In Christ we are prepared for death and that gives us great peace

The Peace that enables us to look death in the face without fear, is a wonderful gift and blessing 

Psalm 29:11 – “The Lord will give strength unto His people; the LORD will bless His people with peace” 



John 14:27 – “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid” 

In Christ, we have Peace with God because of the atonement of Christ's blood that was shed at the cross of Calvary 

The guilt of sin is removed, our sins are forgiven, and we are new creations in Jesus Christ 

Notice what Paul said in …

Colossians 1:20 – “And, having made peace through the blood of His cross, by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself; by Him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven”

Peace comes from repentance of sin, trusting the Lord for salvation, and yielding to the Holy Spirit in our lives

In Salvation …

We not only have the Peace of God, but we have Peace with God

Romans 5:1 – “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:”

OUR “REJOICING IN” CHRIST

Next let’s look at …

II. THE “RETRIBUTION FROM” CHRIST – vs. 5-11

The Prophet now transitions into a new thought 

And that Thought is the Retribution that will be dealt out by the Messiah  

As Israel is Rejoicing in their new found Messiah

The thought is how God has destroyed the arrogant enemies of Israel 

The greater context is Israel looking back at God’s deliverance of them at the end of the Tribulation

Let’s look at 3 thoughts in these verses

First let’s look at … 

A. The ‘Crushing’ of Evil – vs. 5, 6 

“He bringeth down them that dwell on high … He layeth it low … even to the dust” “The foot shall tread it down, even the feet of the poor … needy” 

Let’s look at 2 things here 

1. The Reason for the Crushing – v. 5 

“them that dwell on high” 

[bookmark: 24_a26isa1_5]God will humble the proud and bring down their arrogances  



All people, cities, and nations that exalt themselves at the expense of others will face the judgment of God 

Throughout history, the proud have used their position, power, and wealth to oppress and mistreat others 

Far too often the proud have …

-- Mocked and Persecuted the righteous 

-- Robbed and Cheated other people 

-- Falsely accuse and threaten others to fulfill their own wicked ends 

-- Twisted the law and use bribery to secure position, power, and wealth 

-- Deny and Defy the Lord 

2. The People used, to do the Crushing – v. 6 

“The feet of the poor … (the) needy” 

God uses the lowly to bring down the wicked high and mighty 

That will shame the wicked even more 

The poor and needy are not the welfare crowd, 

But are those who are poor and needy because of circumstances beyond their control 

The very first things Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount is found in Matthew 5:3 – 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven”  

This is talking about spiritual poverty, not financial

This is talking about those who are humble                             (or become humble) before God 

Who recognize their spiritual condition  

Believers are in this camp and will triumph over the wicked who are arrogant and proud  

Psalm 37:34 – “Wait on the LORD, and keep His way, and He shall exalt thee to inherit the land: when the wicked are cut off, thou shalt see it” 

Psalm 91:8 – “Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked” 

The ‘Crushing’ of Evil 

B. The ‘Contrast’ of Good and Evil – vs. 7-9 

In these verses the righteous are contrasted with the wicked to show the great difference between the two groups

1. The Demeanor of the Righteous – v. 7 a

“The way of the just is uprightness” 


What does it mean to pursue righteousness?

Proverbs 15:9 – “The way of the wicked is an abomination unto the LORD: but He loveth him that followeth after righteousness”  

Before we can pursue righteousness, we need to define it 

The word most often translated “righteousness” in our Bible often means justice, justness, or divine holiness 

In the broadest sense, righteousness can be defined as the condition of being acceptable to God as made possible by God 

God’s standard is what defines true righteousness; 

And only His power can enables it 

Unless God is its author, we will never possess righteousness (Godliness) 

No amount of man-made effort will result in righteousness 

To be righteous is to be right with God 

A heart that is right with God results in a life that bears fruit

John 15:1, 2 – “I am the true vine, and My Father is the husbandman” “Every branch in Me that beareth not fruit He taketh away: …

… and every branch that beareth fruit, He purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit”  

Mark 4:20 – “And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the Word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred” 

Galatians 5:22, 23 – “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,” “Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law” 

2. The Defense of the Righteous – v. 7 b

“Thou, Most Upright, (God) dost weigh the path of the just”

The word “weigh” here means to make straight or smooth; to beat a path; to make it level 

Proverbs 4:26 – “Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established” 

Proverbs 5:21 – “For the ways of man are before the eyes of the LORD, and He pondereth all his goings” 

God has made the way smooth, or level 

He had removed all obstacles, and had conducted His people in a plain and obvious path

Sometimes our way is filled with obstacles though


During those times you have to Pray your way through 

Not Plow your way through 

3. The Desire of the Righteous – vs. 8, 9 

“O LORD, (how) have we waited for Thee; the desire of our soul is to Thy Name … “With my soul have I desired Thee in the night”

The Desire of the Righteous should be the Lord Himself 

Not What we can Get from the Lord 

Someone who is not saved doesn’t care about honoring God’s Name, knowing Him, Loving Him

Most people are only in a relationship for what they can get out of it! 

As soon as they view something as worthless (that is, it is not a benefit to them) they are out! 

Most people are basically selfish  

C. The ‘Callousness’ of Evil – vs. 10, 11 

“Let favour be showed to the wicked, yet will he not learn righteousness; (even) in the land of uprightness, will he deal unjustly …” “Lord, when Thy hand is lifted up, they will not see; but they shall see, and be ashamed”


With vs. 10 & 11 the tenor of Isaiah changes 

The prophet, speaking for Israel in that day, now turns his attention back to the wicked (The Privileged) 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Those who have Advantage for whatever reason

Position, Possessions, Preeminence 

The contrast we talked about in the last point 

Let’s look at 2 thoughts here 

1. The Privileged Rejected – v. 10 

“Let favour be showed to the wicked, yet will he not learn righteousness” 

Though God may allow goodness to come to the wicked, he still will not learn righteousness 

“In the land of uprightness will he deal unjustly, and will not behold the majesty of the LORD” 

The greater thought is how that the wicked will continue in their wickedness 

It’s seemingly inherent in their very character 

2. Their Perception Rejected – v. 11 

The thought continues in v. 11 

“LORD, when Thy hand is lifted up, they will not see: 

… but they shall see, and be ashamed for their envy at the people; yea, the fire of thine enemies shall devour them”  

The wicked are oblivious to God’s dealings 

II Corinthians 4:4 – “In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them”

Yet, the time will come when they eventually will realize their folly, but it will be too late 

“… but they shall see, and be ashamed”

God will judge them in due time 

In the greater context, the thought may be of the wicked during the Tribulation and of their final fate 

OUR “REJOICING IN” CHRIST

THE “RETRIBUTION FROM” CHRIST

III. THE “RULE OF” CHRIST – vs. 12-19 

IV. THE “REFUGE IN” CHRIST – vs. 20, 21 

CONCLUSION 
