GOD’S PERFECT PEACE
PART 2 
THE BOOK OF ISAIAH #48               
God’s Perfect Peace – Isaiah 26   

Page | 1 

WWW.CORNERSTONEBIBLEBAPTISTCHURCH.COM
Page | 2 



     DATE: 4/11/2018 Wed.    
                   
TEXT: Isaiah 26:12-21    

INTRODUCTION 

In Isaiah 25 we started looking at “God’s Eternal Plan” 

In Isaiah 26 we are looking at “God’s Perfect Peace” 

v. 3 – “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee: because he trusteth in Thee” 

That’s a promise we can all embrace 

The theme of this chapter continues from the previous chapter 

It focuses on the restoration of Israel and Jerusalem when Christ becomes Israel's Messiah

It’s discussing the Millennial (1000 yrs.) Reign of Christ 

Revelation 20:6 – “Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years” 

The next great event on the prophetic calendar is the Rapture 

I Corinthians 15:51, 52 … 


I Thessalonians 4:15-18 … 

This begins the fore told Tribulation Period  

The Time of Jacob’s Trouble 

A time like has never been before or ever will be again  

And after 7 yrs. Jesus Christ will return to earth with the Saints of God and Rule and Reign for a 1000 yrs. 

Revelation 22:20 – “He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus” 

~~~Prayer~~~ 

III. THE “RULE OF” CHRIST – vs. 12-19 

I don’t remember who it was that said that when you preach you should always – “Make much about Christ” 

I don’t ever want to preach a message where at some point in it I’m not Glorifying and exalting the King of Kings 

Isaiah, in his foresight here is Exalting the LORD 

The character of the Rule of Christ is amplified here 

His Rule will certainly be different from the Rule of any man
 
A. The ‘Peace in’ His Rule – v. 12 

God’s Perfect Peace will only come to earth after … 

… Christ is on His throne in Jerusalem 

"LORD, Thou wilt ordain peace for us" 

We have noted this earlier that Christ is the source and cause of true peace 

v. 3 – “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee: because he trusteth in Thee” 

Joel 3:17,18 – “So shall ye know that I am the LORD your God dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain: then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no strangers pass through her any more” “And it shall come to pass in that day, that the mountains shall drop down new wine, and the hills shall flow with milk, and all the rivers of Judah shall flow with waters, and a fountain shall come forth of the house of the LORD, and shall water the valley of Shittim” 

Man's efforts to bring peace to the world have always been in vain, for they have always left out Christ

B. The (new) ‘Preference for’ His Rule – vs. 13,14 

“Other lords … have had dominion over us; but by Thee only will we make mention of Thy name” “They are dead … Thou hast … destroyed them, and made all their memory to perish” 

There will be no rule like the rule of Christ! 

Perfect in ever way 

Others have ruled the people but not like Jesus Christ  

1. The ‘Former’ Rulers – v. 13 a 

“Other lords … had dominion over us”

Their own kings and foreign kings who conquered them are noted here 

Early on in Israel’s history they rejected God from being their King 

I Samuel 8:7 – “And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them” 

Look where that got them 

Back in v. 8 we hear them now proclaim  

“Yea, in the way of Thy judgments, O LORD, have we waited for Thee; the desire of our soul is to Thy Name, and to the remembrance of Thee” 

2. The ‘First’ Rulers – v. 13 b 

“By Thee only will we make mention of Thy name" 

There is no Name like the Name of Jesus given unto man 

At the Name of Jesus every knee will bow 

This statement makes Christ not only the preferred ruler, but the only ruler Who should be honored 

3. The’ Fatality’ of the other Rulers – v. 14 a 

“They are dead”

All previous rulers are dead 

Psalm 2 … 

Only Christ is alive 

This speaks of the resurrection of Christ 

And is now seated at the right hand of the Father 

4. The ‘Forgotten’ Rulers – v. 14 b 

“Thou hast … destroyed them, and made all their memory to perish"

Christ will be preeminent, so much so, that others will be forgotten 

Then we see …  

C. The ‘Prosperity in’ His Rule – v. 15

“Thou hast increased the nation, O LORD … Thou art glorified … removed it far unto all the ends of the earth” 

The Prosperity of the Nation is shown by 3 increases

1. The ‘Population’ will Increase 

“Thou hast increased the (our) nation” 

This emphasizes the increase in population that will take place one day  

Israel will be no longer a small nation but a large one as the Jews will come home to the Promised Land 

Jeremiah 16:14,15 – “Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that it shall no more be said, The LORD liveth, that brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt;” “But, The LORD liveth, that brought up the children of Israel from the land of the north, and from all the lands whither he had driven them: and I will bring them again into their land that I gave unto their fathers”  

2. Their ‘Praise’ will Increase 

“Thou art glorified”

The glory of Christ will be increased 

The Jews will no longer despise Him but will honor Him

3. Their ‘Property’ will Increase 

“Thou hadst removed it far unto all the ends of the earth”

The borders of the land will have been removed (or moved) to include the entire earth under the rule of Christ 


At least Israel will have all the land promised it 

D. The ‘Pursuit of’ His Rule – v. 16 

The righteous will Pursued Christ to rule over them

1. ‘Incident’ of the Pursuit 

“In trouble have they visited Thee … prayer when thy chastening was upon them”

But we should not only seek God in the hard times 

But also in the Good times 

We need to be in church when times are good as well as bad  

Psalm 46:1 – tells us that “God is a very present help in trouble” 

God does not forsake us when the going gets rough 

2. ‘Intensity’ of the Pursuit 

“They poured out a prayer”

The seeking of God was done earnestly and therefore sincerely 

They did not seek God hypocritically

E. The ‘Poverty Without’ His Rule – vs. 17,18 …

We see here Israel’s confession of …

… the years that they have forsaken the LORD 

“Like as a woman with child … is in pain” and

When God’s people sinned and failed to do what they should have done, the Lord disciplined them 

As Isaiah reviewed the history of Israel, he saw that the Lord had disciplined the people so much that they were now bowed under the weight of the chastisement 

But God had a very specific purpose for disciplining them: to cause them to cry out to Him 

He longed for them to turn from their sins and return to Him 

As a woman giving birth cries out in pain, so the Israelites suffering the discipline of God cried out in pain 

Up until the time of Isaiah, the Lord had always heard their cry and delivered the faithful believers among them, 

But His deliverance had not produced permanent righteousness in the nation 

The people failed to be the strong witnesses to the world that the Lord had planned for them to be 

Sadly, Israel had failed to give birth to righteousness

And because of it …  “we have as it were brought forth wind” 

Hosea 8:7 – “For they have sown the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind:” 

F. The ‘Promise in’ His Rule – v. 19

“Thy dead men shall live”

When Christ rules, He will bring life, not death 

When sin rules, it claims to bring life, but it only brings death 

Jesus said in John 10:10 – “I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly”
 
[bookmark: 24_a26isa1_10]One of the most astounding works of God will be the raising of the dead from the dust of the ground as we see in v. 19 

Amazingly Isaiah predicted that the dead followers of the Lord will live; their bodies will rise from the dust of the ground 

Some commentators apply this to the restoration of Israel as a nation as seen in Ezekiel 36,37

But the reference to body or bodies is just too personal, too individualistic to apply to a national group of people 

It is the bodies of people, of genuine believers to whom Isaiah is referring 

Through the inspiration of God’s Spirit …

… he is predicting the resurrection of believers when the Lord returns 

In that glorious day the rapture of believers will take place: their dead bodies will arise from the dust of the earth 

Therefore, all believers should wake up and shout for joy because of this wonderful promise 

“for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead” 

John 5:28,29 - “Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice,” “And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation”

John 6:40 - “And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day”

John 11:25,26 - “Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:” “And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?”

Acts 24:14,15 - “But this I confess unto thee, that after the way which they call heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the law and in the prophets:” “And have hope toward God, which they themselves also allow, 

… that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust”

I Cor. 15:20-23 - “But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept” “For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead” “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive” “But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at His coming”

THE “RULE OF” CHRIST 

IV. OUR “REFUGE IN” CHRIST – vs. 20, 21 

This chapter as well as the previous two chapters end very similarly 

In that in its closing verses all three of these chapters speak of the punishment that will come upon wickedness

A. The ‘Protection’ with Refuge – v. 20 

“Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee; hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast” 

God tells His people to hid themselves 

Judgment is to come upon wickedness when Christ returns to reign 

There is a way to escape from this judgment, and it is in seeking the refuge of Christ 


Christ is the only refuge that will shield mankind from eternal judgment of sin

Noah had enough smart to obey God 

[bookmark: _GoBack]B. The ‘Punishment’ without Refuge – v. 21 

“The Lord cometh out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity”

Christ's rule will be a righteous rule which means iniquity will be punished 

He will rule with a rod of Iron 

Revelation 2:27 – “And He shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of My Father” 

Psalm 2:8 – “I shall give thee the heathen for Thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy possession” 

CONCLUSION 

What a day it will be when Jesus comes back to Rule and Reign 

There will not be Peace on Earth until the Prince of Peace returns 

I’m looking forward to that day, aren’t you? 
