GOD’S PROMISED PROTECTION  
THE BOOK OF ISAIAH #49               
God’s Promised Protection – Isaiah 27    
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     DATE: 4/18/18 Wed.     
                   
TEXT: Isaiah 27; Isaiah 5     

INTRODUCTION 

We’ve looked at so far in this section of Isaiah at …  

-- God’s Eternal Plan in chapter 25

-- God’s Perfect Peace in chapter 26  

Tonight we begin Chapter 27 

And God’s Promised Protection 

Genuinely caring for other people is one of the marks of true godliness  

Caring for people means we consider them, tend to them, and keep an eye on their welfare 

It means to protect, provide for, and pay attention to their needs 

Caring for people also means correcting them when they need it, lest they harm themselves or others 

A person who is godly will acknowledge others, respect them and care for them 

They will naturally look after their own interests, 

… but will also look after the interests of others as well

They will understand their own worth as seen through the eyes of God, therefore will also hold others in high regard  

Philippians 2:3,4 – “Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves” “Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others” 

So, it is with the LORD 

This present chapter is one of several that we have been looking at that is really a song that will be sung “in that day”, the day of the Lord Jesus Christ 

The Day when He establishes His kingdom on earth 

Isaiah 26:1 – “In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah; We have a strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks” 

Isaiah 27:2 – “In that day sing ye unto her, A vineyard of red wine”   

Chapter 27 is the last chapter in this series of chapters that have dealt with the Time of Jacob’s Trouble and the Millennium 

Remember that the people of Isaiah’s day were facing the constant threat of attack by their enemies 

Consequently, it was a day of extreme distress and uncertainty 


Thus, the LORD longed to assure His people that He cared for them and would look after them (even into the future)

There was only one condition … they had to repent of their sin and turn back to Him 

To encourage His people, the LORD inspired His prophet to lift up the hope of their future blessings and …

“God’s Promised Protection” 

Let’s stand and read chapter 27 together 

~~~Prayer~~~ 

I. GOD’S PROMISE TO “PROTECT” ISRAEL – vs. 1-6 

Israel is often referred to in the Scriptures as God’s Vineyard – v. 2 

We are all familiar with vineyards and their purpose  

In ancient Israel grapes were a major agricultural product, used especially for eating and for making wine 

The vineyard has always been a part of everyday life in Israel 

So, it is not surprising that the vineyard became a biblical symbol for the people of God 

The most famous use of the vineyard as symbolic of Israel is found in Isaiah 5, where we are told … 



v. 7 a – “For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah his pleasant plant:”  

God’s Vineyard is near and Dear to His heart 

In vs. 1-6 of tonight’s text, we see describe for us, God’s Promise Protection of that Vineyard  

Keep in mind that Isaiah was preaching in the present tense 

But God was also using him to foretell the future 

A. The ‘Rescue’ of Israel – v. 1 

The chapter starts out with what might seem like a strange statement 

“In that day the LORD with his sore and great and strong sword shall punish leviathan the piercing serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent; and he shall slay the dragon that is in the sea”  

Keep in mind that the Book of Isaiah uses a lot of figurative language and at times it is often difficult to discern the figurative from the literal 

As a result, good men sometimes differ greatly in the interpretation of a text 

This means that my outline and comments will sometimes be at variance with others 

We need to always interpret Scripture with Scripture 

II Peter 1:20,21; I Cor. 2:13 

Let’s look at The Defeat of Israel’s adversary  

I Chronicles 21:1 – “And Satan stood up against Israel” 

Several great personalities are mentioned here 

-- First is the LORD  

-- Another is Leviathan, the crooked serpent 

-- A third is the Dragon in the sea 

While Isaiah is referring to the Enemies of Israel 

The individual described as Leviathan, the piercing and
crooked serpent likely is also a metaphor for Satan

Throughout the Scriptures, the devil is often referred to as the serpent 

From his Debut in Eden in Genesis 3:1 – 

“Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made”  

II Corinthians 11:3 – “But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ”   

To his Demise at Armageddon in Revelation 20:2 – 


“And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years,”   

Revelation 12:14,15 – “And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent” “And the serpent cast out of his mouth 
water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away of the flood” 

Here, Satan is also described as “piercing” and “crooked” which undoubtedly refers to his moral character 

“the dragon that is in the sea” no doubt refers to the beast described in Revelation 13:11 

“And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon” 

The reference to the sea is often referring to Humanity  

Also in Revelation 13:2, the “dragon” there clearly refers to Satan himself 

“And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority” 

In any event, the greater truth is how that during the Day of the LORD (and the Tribulation in particular) 

… the LORD will utterly defeat Satan and all that follow him  

Satan is the prince of the power of the air – Eph. 2:2 

Revelation 12 makes clear that the devil, described as a dragon and serpent, is also an avowed enemy of Israel (And God will protect them from him) 

We also see God’s Promised Protection in …

B. The ‘Restoration’ of Israel – vs. 2-6 

To Restore something means to return something to its original intent 

The great Restoration of Israel is in view in these verses 

Near-future and far-future fulfillment is involved in the prophecy

1. The Picture of Restoration – v. 2 

“In that day sing ye unto her, A vineyard of red wine” 

This figurative language Pictures Israel in her Restoration 

The “day” clearly is that of the Day of the Lord

We know this both from the immediate context of the preceding chapters and the greater use of the phrase, “in that day” 


The “her” in all likelihood is Israel 

Again, the context of the preceding chapter establishes that 

Moreover, one of the definitive allegories of Israel is that of a vineyard – Matt. 21:33-41 …

2. The Protection of Restoration – v. 3 

“I the LORD do keep it (the vineyard, Israel]) I will water it every moment; lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day” 

Psalm 121:4 – “Behold, He that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep” 

God has His eye on Israel  

Which is why they are still around  

Other nations and races have perished, but the Jews have survived in spite of the great persecution and the many attempts at their annihilation 

Note again that this is a song that will be sung in the Messiah’s coming kingdom 

The Lord Himself promises to watch over His vineyard, to guard it day and night so that no one can harm it (God’s Promised Protection) 

Imagine the stark contrast between the Israel of 
Isaiah’s day and the Israel of the Messiah’s kingdom 


In Isaiah’s day, Assyria was a constant threat, and Babylon would soon invade Judah and send the people into exile 

But in the Messiah’s day there will be no enemies to attack God’s people 

His presence will bring peace to earth, and no one will harm the righteous citizens of His kingdom

3. The Peace of Restoration – vs. 4,5 

Peace will be the blessed product of Restoration for the Jews

-- The Stability of the Peace – v. 4 

“Who would set the briers and thorns against me in battle? I would go though them, I would burn them together”

God will not allow anything to disturb Israel Peace                   

(the briers and thorns) 

-- The Source of the Peace – v. 5 

“Let him take hold of My strength … and he shall make peace with Me”

Christ, not the U.N., is the source of Peace 

The Jews will find that their Peace, is in a Person 

John 14:27 – “Peace I leave with you, My Peace I 

… give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid”  

4. The Prosperity of Restoration – v. 6

“He shall cause them that come of Jacob to take root … (to) blossom and bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit”

The Restoration of Israel will come with great Prosperity

And because of this Prosperity, the world will also benefit 

Some of this Prosperity is already being seen in Israel today 

They have turn deserts literally into blossoming fields just as Scripture has said – 

Isaiah 35:1 - “The desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose"

GOD’S PROMISE TO “PROTECT” ISRAEL 

II. GOD’S PROMISE TO “REFINE ISRAEL” – vs. 7-11 

Refining by definition means to remove unwanted impurities by turning up the heat  

We find in these next verses God telling Israel that He is going to turn up the heat  


God chastens those He loves 

This is true of all of God's people 

Revelation 3:19 – “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent” 

His chastening does not mean He has forsaken them, 

But rather, that they are indeed His special people 

Hebrews 12:7,8 – “If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not?” “But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons” 

A. The ‘Restraint’ found in the Refining – vs. 7,8 

God will hold Himself back 

“Hath He smitten him (Israel), as He smote those that smote him? …” “In measure … He stayeth His rough wind in the day of the east wind”

Does God deal with Israel the same way He deals with Israel’s enemies? 

No, He stops, holds back, He restrains Himself 

1. The Explanation for His restraint

“Hath He smitten him, as He smote those that smote him?... in measure”


“in measure” – equally 

This question declares that God will not treat Israel as He treated Israel's enemies 

They were destroyed, but Israel will simply be disciplined / corrected 

2. The Example of His Restraint  

“He stayeth His rough wind in the day of the east wind” 

The east wind was a very strong and rough wind

An east wind is always representative of bad weather  

It is used figuratively here for how God deals with evil 

But in Israel's case – “He stayeth His rough wind" 

That is, He restrains the chastening so that it does not destroy but only corrects

B. The ‘Results’ of the Refining – v. 9 

Chastening has a good purpose 

The result of chastening was /is very beneficial  

1. The Purging of Iniquity



v. 9 a - “By this (correction) therefore shall the iniquity of Jacob be purged”

The chastening of Israel was to purify Israel of her sin 

Chastisement can be very beneficial to those who are chastened 

God is not forsaking the chastened but is only blessing them 

Hebrews 12:11 – “Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby” 

2. The Purging of Idolatry

End of v. 9 - “The groves and images shall not stand up”

This refers to the practices of idolatry 

The great sin of Israel was rejecting God and going into idolatry, 

And chastisement would cure them of this evil 

After the chastening of the captivity, Israel left idolatry 

This last part of the verse refers to the specific work of chastening (sanctification) 

Whereas the first part speaks of the general work, (Salvation) namely, purging from all iniquity 

C. The ‘Retribution’ of the Refining – vs. 10,11 

Some of the work of the chastisement, which brought retribution upon Israel, is listed here 

How did God Refine Israel? What means did He use? 

1. The Character of the Retribution – v. 10 

The chastisement was Severe 

-- Desolation – v. 10 a

The “Defenced city shall be desolate” 

This speaks specifically of Jerusalem 

It was depopulated  

-- The Demonstration – v. 10 b 

“There shall the calf feed, and there shall he lie down” 

The proof of the Desolation is found in the Demonstration of animals dwelling freely in the city

2. The Cause of the Retribution – v. 11 

Divine retribution does not come upon someone without Just Cause (God is not flippant) 

Two causes for Israel's chastisement are listed here 

-- Defilement 

v. 11 - “When the boughs are withered, they shall be broken off”  

In highly figurative language, Isaiah pictures Israel's defilement as sick branches of a tree that die and break off  

This speaks of the Defilement of the Israelites which caused them to experience God’s  chastisement 

They became a Defiled people by their sin and this killed the branch and made it die and fall off  

The women gathered them to burn

Kinda like the salt losing it savor – Matt. 5; Lk. 14  

-- Dumbness 

Middle of v. 11 - “It is a people of no understanding”

Sin takes away Godly wisdom 

The people did not understand spiritual matters much like the spiritual stupidity of our day 

Sin makes one spiritually dumb and stupid 

GOD’S PROMISE TO “PROTECT” ISRAEL  

GOD’S PROMISE TO “REFINE” ISRAEL 

III. GOD’S PROMISE TO “REGATHER” ISRAEL – vs. 12,13 

The great promise of God is that His people will be gathered together again back in their land 

They were scattered in judgment and even today are in many different parts of the world, 

But one day they will be gathered together again in the Promised Land 

A. The ‘Character’ of the Regathering – v. 12 

“Beat off … one by one” 

1.  The regathering of the Israelites is likened figuratively to the knocking down the fruit of a tree with a stick and then gathering it up 

This implies that God will have to drive some of the Israelites back to the land, 

For they are clinging to their adopted lands, sometimes because of business, sometimes because of comforts

“from the channel of the river unto the stream of Egypt” 

God is talking about being all inclusive / every Jew 

We might say “from shore to shore”  


2.  The individual will not be lost in the regathering 

In many governments, you are simply a number, but in God's work you are an individual 

“one by one” says each individual matters to God

B. The ‘Calling’ in the Regathering – v. 13 

“that the Great trumpet shall be blown”

Israel has always employed trumpets to summon people to Meetings – Number 10

Trumpets were used to announce, call to action, etc., 

So figuratively Isaiah uses trumpets here to emphasize the calling and regathering of the Jews back to the Promised Land 

C. The ‘Condition’ of the Regathered – v. 13 

“Ready to perish”

Jews where never intended to live in other lands 

The condition of the Jews in foreign lands has never been good  

Their lives were always in jeopardy by the attitudes of the people where the Jews lived 

God used this situation to encourage people to return to the land, to help His regathering of them 


God steps in sometimes at the last moment to save His people 

Delay does not show a disinterest but shows His power to accomplish His plans when it is the darkest and most difficult 

It seems that God always hangs out at the end of the rope 

D. The ‘Countries’ in the Regathering – vs. 12,13 

“From the channel of the river (Euphrates) unto the stream of Egypt (the Nile)” “From the land of Assyria … land of Egypt”

This is talking about the nations that have had Israel in captivity 

But the regathering in the end times will be from all over the earth

E. The ‘Consecration’ From the Regathering – v. 13 

[bookmark: _GoBack]They “Shall (again) worship the LORD in the holy mount at Jerusalem” 

This is the most important aspect of the regathering 

The regathering would be worthless if it was not connected with a spiritual revival that will take place when Israel turns back to the LORD 

The One they had forsaken will cause them again to worship Him in Spirit and Truth 

God's purpose in chastisement is always to bring His people back to Himself 

Mark 8:36 – “For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” 

CONCLUSION 

This prophecy describes how God can make something beautiful and productive (the vineyard in 27:2-6) out of something that was quite hopeless (the vineyard in 5:1-7)

The credit goes to God who cares and protects his vineyard, 

But the choice to produce good or sour grapes was the choice of the vines, the people of Israel 

This song reminds the reader that God has the ability to transform people into something beautiful in spite of our selves   

He does not give up on rebellious people but loves them and by His Grace gathers them to worship together at his temple  

His wonderful grace is still available to those who remain at odds with God 

GOD’S PROMISE TO “PROTECT” ISRAEL

GOD’S PROMISE TO “REFINE” ISRAEL

GOD’S PROMISE TO “REGATHER” ISRAEL



















