GOD’S STRONG WARNING
PART ONE   
THE BOOK OF ISAIAH #50                
God’s Strong Warning - Part One – Isaiah 28    
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     DATE: 5/2/2018 Wed.     
                   
TEXT: Isaiah 28:1-13     

INTRODUCTION 

Beginning with chapter 28 and going through chapter 33, 

We see a new series of prophetic messages begun …

Regarding Israel and its surrounding nations in the last days 

These chapters feature six woes from God which reminds us of Isaiah 5 which had six woes for Israel 

Isaiah 28:1; 29:1,15; 30:1; 31:1; 33:1 (All begin w/ a Woe) 

A “woe” in the Bible is a Strong Warning 

The word “woe” is more than just an expression of a feeling 

Woe is a judgment / It means alas or almost like oh no! 

When the word woe is used, it is often signifying impending doom, condemnation and/or the wrath of God 

So, it is never used to only emphasize something in the sentence in which it is used

As with many of the chapters in Isaiah, some of this section's messages involves prophecy of both the near-

… future (in regards to Isaiah's time) and far-future (regarding our time) … 

… What was going to happen in the near-future was a precursor of a far-future and greater fulfillment 

War has always ravages human lives and destroys nations 

Down through the centuries one nation would rise up and invade, take over, and occupy land that did not belong to them 

And sooner or later war would break out on the occupiers  

As nations have been confronted by the brutality and slaughter of war, millions of people have lost their lives, and millions more have suffered the pain of losing loved ones and homes

But war is not the only thing that can destroy nations! 

A nation’s sin will destroy it in far greater ways than war

This section of Isaiah discusses a few of the sins that caused the LORD to issue a Strong Warning

A “woe” if you would to His people 

It was God’s Hope that some would turn away from their sin and turn back to Him in repentance 

Both the Southern and Northern Kingdoms were committing sins that would destroy their nation 

Although Isaiah ministry was primarily to Judah, 

God wanted the warning to be heard by the Northern Kingdom as well  

His hope was that His people in both kingdoms would repent 

Let pray and look at – 

“God’s Strong Warning” 

~~~Prayer~~~ 

I. THE “CURSE” ON EPHRAIM – vs. 1-13 

In these first few verses of chp. 28, (vs. 1 & 3) we see Isaiah preaching to Ephraim 

Who is Ephraim and why does God use this name here?

Ephraim was the second son of Joseph and a grandson of Jacob 

His name means doubly fruitful 

In Genesis 41:52 b we see Joseph saying - “…. God hath caused me to be fruitful in the land of my affliction” 

The doubly is obvious because he was the 2nd son of Joseph, Manasseh being the 1st 

When Ephraim was born to Joseph, he had already gained his high position in Pharaoh’s court

In Genesis 48:5 we see Jacob blessing Ephraim as an adopted son, saying to Joseph – “And now thy two sons, 

… Ephraim and Manasseh, which were born unto thee in the land of Egypt before I came unto thee into Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine” 

Later, as Jacob’s health was failing, Joseph brought Manasseh and Ephraim to him for a patriarchal blessing 

Being the firstborn, Manasseh would normally have received the greater blessing, but we see Jacob switching things up  

As Joseph guided his two sons toward Jacob, he made sure Manasseh was on Jacob’s right side and Ephraim, the younger on Jacob’s left 

Genesis 48:13 – “And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand toward Israel's left hand, and Manasseh in his left hand toward Israel's right hand, and brought them near unto him” 

But, as Jacob extended his hands, he crossed his arms so that his right hand was placed on Ephraim’s head 

Genesis 48:14 – “And Israel stretched out his right hand, and laid it upon Ephraim's head, who was the younger, and his left hand upon Manasseh's head, guiding his hands wittingly; for Manasseh was the firstborn” 

Joseph began to object, but his father assured him that he knew what he was doing – vs. 17-20  

In this way, Ephraim was given precedence over his older brother, Manasseh 

God obviously knew Ephraim’s future (Jacob & Esau) 

The Descendants of Ephraim & Manasseh make up together, the Tribe of Joseph 

Ephraim settled in central Canaan, just northwest of the Dead Sea 

This tribe was bordered by Manasseh on the north and Dan and Benjamin on the south as seen in Joshua 16  

Ephraim would become the leading tribe of the Northern Kingdom 

Joshua 17:15 – “And Joshua answered them, If thou be a great people, then get thee up to the wood country, and cut down for thyself there in the land of the Perizzites and of the giants, if mount Ephraim be too narrow for thee” 

Judges 3:27 – “And it came to pass, when he was come, that he blew a trumpet in the mountain of Ephraim, and the children of Israel went down with him from the mount, and he before them” 

And its capital city, Samaria, was located in Ephraim’s territory 

In fact, that’s why we see here Scripture referring to Israel as “Ephraim,” due to the literal size of the tribe 

Isaiah 11:13 – “The envy also of Ephraim shall depart, and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off: Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim” 

Jeremiah 31:6 – “For there shall be a day, that the watchmen upon the mount Ephraim shall cry, …

…Arise ye, and let us go up to Zion unto the LORD our God” 

The tribe of Ephraim was chastised for its idolatry 

Hosea 4:17 – “Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone”

And for their partnership with heathen nations 

Hosea 12:1 – “Ephraim feedeth on wind, and followeth after the east wind: he daily increaseth lies and desolation; and they do make a covenant with the Assyrians, and oil is carried into Egypt”  

The tribe of Ephraim was taken into captivity by the Assyrians in 722 BC when the northern kingdom of Israel was conquered 

Even so, the Lord declared in Jeremiah 31:20 – “Is (not) Ephraim my dear son? Is (n’t) he a pleasant child? for since I spake against him, I do earnestly remember him still: therefore my bowels are troubled for him; I will surely have mercy upon him, saith the LORD” 

After the Babylonian captivity, some of the descendants of Ephraim resettled in Jerusalem 

I Chronicles 9:3 - “And in Jerusalem dwelt of the children of Judah, and of the children of Benjamin, and of the children of Ephraim, and Manasseh;”   

Notable figures from the tribe of Ephraim include – 

Joshua, Samuel and Jeroboam (1st King of the Divided Kingdom, Southern 2 tribes) 

(A quick review of the 12 Tribes of Israel) Insert   

Let’s look at the reasons why God pronounces this Strong Warning against them 

A. For Their ‘Conceit’ – vs. 1,3 

“Woe to the crown of pride …” 

People wear their Pride like a Crown, for everyone to see 

Pride and sin walk hand-in-hand 

The more Sin, the more Pride / The more Pride, the more Sin   

People are often not ashamed of their sin but proud of it (Gay Pride!)  

But Pride has the “Woe” of God on it  

Proverbs 16:18,19,25 – “Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall” “Better it is to be of an humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud” “There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death”  

Pride is one of the most difficult things we’ll have to deal with

It is probably the most difficult sin to conquer in our life 


Why? Because it hides itself so well  

It is a deceitful and elusive sin 

It is also a Root Sin 

By that, I mean, it produces a lot of other sins 

Kind of like Covetousness  

Any time you see a person with an anger issue in their life it comes from Pride (How do I know?)  

Proverbs 21:24 – “Proud and haughty scorner is his name, who dealeth in proud wrath” 

Many people have seen their homes destroyed because they were too Proud to admit they need counsel and to seek help  

Because Pride steals glory that is due to God alone, 

There are few sins that bring the level of destruction that Pride brings 

The Christian life is a spiritual warfare  

The devil seeks to put outside pressure on our lives to control our soul and thus control what we do  

The devil always works from the outside in  

God works from the inside out by speaking to our soul by the Holy Spirit and the Word of God  


The biggest tool for the devil to use in our lives is Pride 

Pride has to do with self-preservation  

Me, myself and I, always trying to protect ourselves 

While the Christian life is to be one of self-sacrifice, 

Learning to die to one’s self 

I Cor. 15:31 – “… I die daily” 

Acts 20:24 – “But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God” 

Php 3:8 – “Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ” 

The devil knows how we operate 

We see this when he came before God in the Book of Job 

Job 1:9 – “Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought?”   

He was saying that Job had a selfish motive for serving God (Self-preservation)  

Pride is a hindrance and a destroyer in every area of our walk with God 

 When we go back to the beginning of the Bible 

In Genesis we see that Satan used Pride with Eve  

He told her, she would be like God and God did not want that to happen  

This is the same method the devil has always used  

All around us today there are people being destroyed in our local churches because of the Pride issue that the devil uses in our lives  

A lot of people are in the difficulties they are in because of Pride and its offshoot sins  

The Bible speaks a lot about Pride  

It is the key to either being a servant used by God, or a person not being used as a servant and being destroyed

For Their ‘Conceit’ 
 
B. For Their ‘Carousing’ – vs. 1,3 

“Woe … to the drunkards of Ephraim …” 

The northern kingdom was a nation of drunkards 

Any nation given to drink and drunkenness is doomed to Divine Judgement  


That’s why God says “Woe”  

Which means our nation is certainly headed for Judgment 

Proverbs 20:1 – “Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise” 

What’s wrong with a beer now and then or a glass of wine? (Don’t get me going) 

It’s a mocker, it’s raging! That’s what’s wrong 

Proverbs 23:29-35 … 

First off Alcohol in its purest sense is poison 

Why would anyone want to put poison in their bodies? 

Isaiah 5:22 – “Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to mingle strong drink:”

Let me ask you this one simple question, “why do people drink Alcoholic beverages?” 

They want to alter their state-of-mind … Right? 

If you have to alter your state-of-mind then I’d say you don’t have the Peace that passes all understanding 

You are not walking in the Spirit, but the flesh 

Ephesians 5:18 – “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;”   

Romans 8:1 – “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit”  

When believers put alcohol in their bodies, they are basically subjecting God to poison 

I Corinthians 6:19 – “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?” 

People can do what they want, but when a lost family member dies and goes to hell because of a poor testimony …

They’re going to wish they had done things differently 

C. God’s ‘Condemnation’ – vs. 2,4 

Because of Ephraim’s Pride and Drunkenness, the LORD issued the warning of coming judgment 

1. The Dynamic – v. 2 

“The LORD hath a mighty and strong one … a tempest of hail and a destroying storm … a flood of mighty waters” 

He was going to raise up a mighty army

The force that God used to make change in Israel was Assyria 

God Judgement would be swift and powerful! 


Like a destructive hailstorm or a torrential downpour, the Assyrians would sweep across the Northern Kingdom 

The people would see their capital …

v. 3 – “The crown of Pride, … trodden under feet:” 

When the judgment of God fell, the mighty, the wealthy city of Samaria would collapse as quickly as a fading flower that falls to the ground 

God’s Divine Condemnation of Ephraim for their despicable conduct was very severe 

Condemnation is the expression of very strong disapproval

2. Desecration – v. 4 

“The glorious beauty … of the fat valley, shall be a fading flower”

The use of the word “fat” is not how we use it today

To be fat was to be doing well for one’s self  

Psalm 92:14 – “They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be fat and flourishing;” 

Samaria, the capital of the northern kingdom (Ephraim), was an extremely beautiful city 

But under the Condemnation of God, the beauty of the city would be gone 

I believe a sinful lifestyle will directly affect a person’s countenance

People who use Alcohol, cigarettes and drugs regularly … age quickly  

Sin destroys what ever it touches 

“The wages of sin is death” 

D. God’s ‘Comfort’ – vs. 5,6 

Despite all the bad news doled out here, God interjects with some Good News

You know, if all we ever heard was bad news, what kind of state of mind do you think we would be in?

God is so Good 

“In that day shall the LORD of hosts be for a crown of glory …” “and for a spirit of judgment … for strength to them that turn the battle to the gate”  

God is jumping ahead here, to Israel’s deliverance in the time of Jacob’s Trouble 

Despite Israel’s poor prognosis, there is Good News 

In spite of the Curse that comes upon Ephraim, Divine comfort is given them for better days ahead 

3 promises that will bring Comfort are given here 

1. They will find Comfort in God’s Splendor 

v. 5- “The LORD of hosts (will) be for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto the residue [remnant] of His people” 

They may lose the beauty of their nation, but God will be their beauty instead

Most people don’t think in terms of the eternal 

2. They will find Comfort in God’s Spirit 

v. 6 – “For a spirit of judgment [justice]” shall prevail 

He is not talking about the person of the Holy Spirit 

But rather an attitude of Justice 

God will bring Justice to the land whereas the enemy in their destruction were unjust 

Justice is solely based upon The Truth 

3. They will find Comfort in God’s Strength 

 v. 6 – “For strength to them that turn the battle to the gate”

The enemy shall be driven back to the gates of their cities 

Divine strength will be given to Israel's army to bring about this dominance 

Despite Man’s poor prognosis, there is Good News 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ 

Matthew 16:18 – “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it”   

E. The ‘Copying’ – vs. 7,8

God now turns His attention to Judah 

“But they also have erred through wine and through strong drink ... the priest and the prophet have erred through strong drink ... they err in vision, they stumble in judgment ...” “tables are full of vomit and filthiness"

Judah was falling into the same trap Ephraim had

Ephraim represents the carnal side of Israel (old man)  

Judah represented the spiritual side of Israel (new man)  

“the priest and the prophet” are those who should know better 

Yet they are living a life of debauchery 

If that ain’t the way it is in America today 

I couldn’t find one Christian web site that would take a stand on the total abstinence from alcohol 

The churches are all following hard after the world   

I believe mainline Christianity is totally apostate! 

F. The ‘Contempt’ – vs. 9-13 … 

Contempt by the preacher and for the people is evident here in a number of ways

1. The Contempt of the preacher - v. 9

The prophet thus asks rhetorically, cynically 

“Whom shall He teach knowledge? and whom shall He make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts”

The question is piercing 

To whom could God teach His Truth?  

Seemingly the only ones not corrupted by the wickedness of the land were those small infants still nursing 

The rest of the land was consumed in their drunkenness and debauchery

2. The Contempt for the method - v. 10 

With resignation laced with irony, God through the prophet sighed … 

“For precept must be upon precept ... line upon line”

The idea is how that God could only deal with … 


… His backslidden people as small children who were taught the rudiments of education by rote  

As an elementary teacher goes over the basics of ABC’s and 1,2,3’s  

So, were God’s people in regard to the Truth   

[bookmark: _GoBack]They ignored everything He had to say, even as a rebellious child resists his tutor 

3. The Contempt for the people – v. 11 

“With stammering lips and another tongue will He speak to this people”

The contempt here is of God for the people 

God's message would be declared in a way the people would have difficulty understanding 

The Assyrians did not speak Hebrew 

Despising the message of God, makes it difficult to heard 

Matthew 13:15 – “For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them”  

4. The contempt for the preaching – v. 12 


“Yet they would not hear” 

In spite of the clear message, the people had so much contempt for the message, they would not hear  

God will be harsh in judgment on such folk 

5. The contempt for the process – v. 13 

“The word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept ... line upon line”

The people accused Isaiah of speaking to them as though they were children; in judgment they will get the treatment they scornfully accused Isaiah of doing 

6. The contempt in the product – v. 13 

“That they might ... fall backward, and be broken... snared ... taken” 

The contempt for God’s message resulted in their own peril 

They despised the truth and so judgment came upon them 


II. THE “CONDUCT” OF JUDAH – vs. 12-22 

III. THE “COMFORT” FOR JUDAH – vs. 23 -29 

CONCLUSION 





















