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INTRODUCTION 

On Sunday we preached about Loveless Orthodoxy 

Basically, it’s a Christian just going thru the motives

Having left their First Love  

It looks like God wants to give us the one/ two punch here 

When I read v. 13 of Isaiah 29 … I thought … Wow! 

What is it that we need to learn? 

I’m hoping we are all listening carefully and objectively

That is … how does this apply to me

And, what is God trying to say to us (to me, you) 

While this chapter presents further warning of impending chastisement against Judah and Jerusalem in particular, and the reasons for such chastisement 

… God has something for us as well 

We’re only going to look at the one thought tonight 

Let’s pray and think on this thought (Found in v. 13) 


“HEARTLESS DEVOTION”  

v. 13 – “Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near Me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour Me, but have removed their heart far from Me, and their fear toward Me is taught by the precept of men:”    

~~~Prayer~~~ 

Let me ask you a question 

How would you feel if you sensed that your spouse was running around with someone else, but you were not quite sure about it? 

So, you went ahead and hired a private investigator to see if your hunch was true or not 

After investigation, it was found out that they were seeing someone else 

But all the time they were telling you how wonderful you were 

How would you feel if they gave you gifts, cards, and little love notes that were supposed to be expressions of love for you? 

How would you feel if they looked you in the eyes, gave you a kiss, and told you that they loved you? 

Would you like the gifts? 

Would you believe their words or would you be repulsed?  

Wouldn’t they basically make you sick?

Wouldn’t it irritated you, make you angry? 

Why? Isn't it nice to get gifts from your spouse? 

Isn't it nice to get kisses and to hear words of love and adoration? 

What's the problem? 

The answer is the fact that the words don't match the actions

The words are hollow, empty, and insincere 

Instead of being a blessing, the words and gifts are a joke

This is where we find God's people in Isaiah 29 

The relationship that Israel had with God was just like the relationship of the unfaithful spouse 

Their so-called devotion to the Lord was in reality Heartless

Does this verse describe the relationship that we maybe having with God right now? 

Are we like the unfaithful spouse when it comes to our relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ? 

Is our devotion to the Lord actually empty, hollow, and heartless because we have actually drifted away from the Lord?

Someone may ask – “How do God's people drift away from Him? Why does this happen?” 

These are the issues we are going to address in this message

First, there is this … 

I. “FANTASTIC” PRAISE  

“Forasmuch as this people draw near (to) Me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour Me …” 

Worshipers in Israel were not short on their praise for the Lord (They were going thru the religious motions) 

They drew near with their mouths and honored the Lord with their words 

These folks were not any different than people today who claim to love Jesus with all their hearts or say – “I’m saved. I know the Lord” 

There’s nothing wrong with that, but what these folks were saying did not impress God at all (as we will see) 

Why? Their devotion was Hollow and Heartless

Of which are … 

II. “FALSE” PROCLAMATIONS 

“… but have removed their heart …”

The problem God's people were having … 

Was the fact that they did not mean what they were saying about the Lord 

Their words were Empty and Hollow because they were not birthed from their Hearts 

They had become spiritually blind and ignorant because they rejected the truth that had already been presented to them

God is not impressed with our praise for Him when it does not come from a sincere heart and a life (of Holiness) that backs up what comes from our lips 

That is important to God 

We know that this is true because the Bible repeatedly brings this issue up 

Worship requires truth, not deception

They were Fakers 

Ezekiel 33:31, 32 – “And they come unto thee as the people cometh, and they sit before thee as My people, and they hear thy words, but they will not do them: for with their mouth they shew much love, but their heart goeth after their covetousness” “And, lo, thou art unto them as a very lovely song of one that hath a pleasant voice, and can play well on an instrument: for they hear thy words, but they do them not” 

Matthew 15:8, 9 – “This people draweth nigh unto Me with their mouth, and honoureth Me with their lips; 


… but their heart is far from Me” “(And) in vain they do worship Me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men” 

Psalm 78:36, 37 – “Nevertheless they did flatter Him with their mouth, and they lied unto Him with their tongues” “For their heart was not right with Him, neither were they stedfast in His covenant” 

Let me ask - Is your proclaimed devotion to the Lord from the Heart or is it actually just lip-service that is Hollow and Heartless?" 

Ill. Consider the following inscription that is found on the walls of a church Bldg. in Germany: “Thus speaketh Christ our Lord to us: You call Me master and obey Me not. You call Me light and see Me not. You call Me the Way and walk (with) Me not. You call Me life and live (for) Me not. You call Me wise and follow Me not. You call Me fair and love Me not. You call Me rich and ask Me not. You call Me eternal and seek Me not. If I condemn thee, blame Me not” 

Then there’s … 

III. A “FAR-OFF” POSITION 

“… but have removed their heart far from Me …” 

Why were the words of the people insincere? 

Why were their claims of devotion Hollow and Heartless? 

What was the problem? 

The answer was the fact that their Hearts were far away from God – “far from Me” 


Their worship was packaged in their heads and in their mouths, but not in their hearts 

They had Drifted away from God 

The Prophet Jeremiah addressed it this way 

Jeremiah 3:10 – “And yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah hath not turned unto Me with her whole heart, but feignedly, (pretending) saith the Lord” 

This passage is a reminder to us that God cannot be fooled 

He knows what is going on in our hearts and minds 

He knows our thoughts 

Matthew 9:4 – “And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts?” 

Psalm 139:2 – “Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off” 

Jeremiah 17:10 – “I the Lord search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings” 

Let me ask these questions – “Is your heart far away from God? Are you suffering from the same problem as the people of Israel?” 

Some may ask – “How does this happen in the first place? What causes people to drift away from God to a point that their devotion becomes heartless and hollow?”  

Why do people drift away from God? 

Let’s consider Several Reasons …

1. A Personal Decision

A personal decision for Christ is missing  

They have never truly been born again 

John 3:7 – “Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again” 

People can say what they want, but if there is no change, there probably is no salvation 

Matthew 13:19-22 – “When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way side” “But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it;” “Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended” “He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful” 

II Corinthians 5:17 – “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new” 


2. Peer Pressure 

The influence of worldly family members or the wrong kinds of friends can cause us to drift away from the Lord 

The activities they engage in, their language, their forms of entertainment and bad habits can rub off on us if their acceptance is important  

This is why Paul issued a warning about the crowd you run with  

We are not to be fooled by their influence and power

I Corinthians 15:33 – “Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners” 

Trying to please carnal people and God at the same time is impossible 

This is what the Lord tried to teach us 

There can only be one master

Matthew 6:24 – “No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon”

Ill. A Bathysphere is a special deep-water vessel which is designed to cope with the extreme pressure at the ocean's depths. Encased in extra thick hardened steel, they hold at bay the pressure that the depth of the Ocean creates. The fish that swim just outside the portals of these vessels are not steel plated, yet, they swim about carefree, 

Completely at ease in their pressure-filled environment. How do they do it? Their anatomy is fashioned to apply equal and opposite pressure from within! Their exteriors are soft and pliable, but their inward parts are tough as steel.

When life begins bearing down on us, it's easy to put on a hard exterior in order to hold the pressures and stresses at bay 

The Christian, however, needn't become cynical or hard in order to cope with the world

Like the fish of the deep, we possess a power from within, which is able to match and equalize the opposing pressures from without

The Apostle John put it this way in I John 4:4 – 

“Greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world”

In other words, whatever the pressures maybe on the outside from the world, 

The believer has a greater power residing within through the person of the Holy Spirit

3. Problems 

The Problems, Pressures, and Worries of everyday living can distract us from spending time with the Lord and thinking about Him 

They consume our thoughts as we try to figure out how to solve the problems or find answers 


Jesus spoke about the cares of this world

Mark 4:19 – “And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the Word, and it becometh unfruitful” 

Jesus said the “cares” or the worries and anxieties of this world “choke” the Word 

The word “choke” means to suffocate something

Our stress can smother the voice of the Spirit of God who is trying to speak to our heart 

Frustration, Anger, Bitterness, and Irritations from our problems can make us Irritated with life itself 

Our heart tends to get hardened

4. Priorities

A fourth reason why people drift away from the Lord is because their priorities get messed up and out of whack 

What is important and truly matters, is neglected and what is petty and insignificant becomes important 

Temporal issues take precedent over spiritual matters 

Biblical boundaries are crossed, ignored, or considered old fashion 



Selfish desires become more important than the needs of others

-- When Solomon began his reign as king, he had the right priorities in his life 

His Faith was in God

I Kings 3:9 – “Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people?” 

As time passed, however, Solomon's priorities became distorted 

He did not heed God's warnings, but became focused on himself 

His lust for women consumed him to the point that his harem consisted of 1000 women 

It did not matter if the woman was a heathen idolater 

He would marry her if she pleased him or if she suited his purpose or priorities 

The influence of these wives caused his heart to drift from God

I Kings 11:1-4 … 

-- Peter spoke about the battle we have with our fleshly desires and selfishness

I Peter 2:11 – “Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;” 

-- Paul wrote in …  

Galatians 5:17 - “For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye (sh)ould” 

Paul urged us to maintain spiritual priorities in our lives 

Colossians 3:1,2 - “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God” “Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth” 

5. The Price

When Christians start receiving opposition from the world for their faith in Christ and stand for what is right, 

Unfortunately, some folks cannot handle the flack 

When this happens, they tend to cool off spiritually and drift from Christ 

They fear being labeled as a fanatic 

So, they do what they can to fit in with everyone else 


They fear opposition, harassment, and even persecution

A man named Demas was one of the Apostle Paul's helpers

He helped Paul immensely, but the price of dedication became too high and Demas threw in the towel

II Timothy 4:10 a – “For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica ...” 

We are challenged by God's Word to take our stand for Christ and to be dedicated to Him 

That is what matters in eternity

I Corinthians 15:58 – “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord” 

Matthew 5:16 – “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven” 

I Peter 2:9 – “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous light:” 

Romans 12:2 – “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, …

… and acceptable, and perfect, will of God” 

Ephesians 6:13 – “Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand” 

6. Poor Habits 

Most people never develop any kind of spiritual habits 

Their Bible reading and prayer time are anemic at best 

When we truly value the role of God's Word in our life, and spend time with Him in prayer, such actions will go a long way in helping us to stay close to the Lord 

Neglecting spiritual habits such as Bible study, prayer, tithing, and attending a Bible-believing, Bible-preaching church will hinder you in your walk with God 

Sooner or later, it will cause your heart to cool off spiritually and drift from God 

This is why we are urged to walk with God daily and develop spiritual habits like Bible study, praying, giving, witnessing, and church attendance

Psalm 55:17 – “Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: and he shall hear my voice” 

I Peter 2:2 – “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:” 

I Thess. 5:17 – “Pray without ceasing” 

Hebrews 10:24, 25 – “And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:” “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching” 

Malachi 3:8-10 – “Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offering” “Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation” “Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it” 

7. Pessimism

Pessimism and Doubt in God's Promises can cause us to drift away

The seventh reason why believers drift away from the Lord is the fact that they have become pessimistic and doubtful about God's Word and His promises 

A bad experience or an unanswered prayer has left them disillusioned or bitter toward the Lord 

They have listened to Satan's lie that was originally proposed in the Garden of Eden – “Hath God said?” 

Never underestimate the power of Satanic deception 


He’s a smooth operator  

John 8:44 – “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it” 

He is so deceptive that after he is bound for 1000 years in the bottomless pit during the millennial reign of Christ and then released, 

He will deceive billions of people to follow him, who have been under the rule of Jesus Christ

Revelation 20:3 – “And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season” 

vs. 7, 8 – “And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison,” “And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea” 

When we lose our confidence in God's Word, we lose our confidence in Him - It is His Word! 

Satan has been doing everything that he can throughout history to break down man's confidence and belief in the Scriptures 

His claim is - If it is not backed by science, then it must not be true. If it cannot be rationally explained or understood, it must not be credible

Let me make this clear that if you are looking to science as the standard of what is credible, you are going to be sadly disappointed

· Science claims that the universe came from a big bang out of the clear blue, instead of being made by the Lord

· Science claims that we have come from amoebas and apes, instead of being created by God
 
· Science claims that the world is billions of years old, when in reality it is only about 6,000 years old
 
· It was science that said if a man is sick, then slit his wrist and let him bleed for a while
 
· It was not that many years ago, when scientists said that the world was flat and you could fall off the edge
 
· It was science that claimed the world was going to crash on the first minute of the year 2000 

It was called, "Y2K." It didn't, even though millions spent money stocking up on bottled water and canned food 

Are you sure you want to use science as the ultimate standard of what is true? 



If you will take the time to study God's Word, you will see that His Word is true 

In fact, a great deal of honest, scientific research has proven the veracity and accuracy of the Scriptures 

Search the Scriptures for answers to the problems that mankind faces today are there 

8. Prosperity 

An eighth reason why our hearts drift from the Lord is the fact that we can become self-dependent and independent of the Lord's care, especially when we prosper 

When life is going good some folks conclude – 

I don't need the Lord. I'm doing just fine on my own 

They fail to realize, however, that God is the source of their blessings

I Timothy 6:17 – “Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not high-minded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;” 

The median annual household income worldwide is $9,733, and the median per-capita household income is $2,920, according to Gallup  

Don't make the mistake of letting your blessings become a curse to you 


You need the Lord's help in your life 

Without Him, you will be sunk!

Phil. 4:13 – “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me” 

9. Periods 

Periods of Weariness

If you are not careful, your heart will drift away from the Lord if you get in a rut 

A rut is just a grave with the ends knocked out 

I am talking about going through the motions without any emotion for God or a loss of joy for what you are doing for Him 

When this happens, your spiritual life becomes robotic 

You are at church but you are not there 

Your heart and mind are somewhere else or you wish you were somewhere else 

Your service and worship for Christ has lost its specialness, which in turn leaves you feeling dragged out 

Paul warned about this state of mind and encouraged us to not give up 



Galatians 6:9 – “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not” 

Ill. I found this great story. Ross Perot is an American industry entrepreneur and philanthropist. He is the founder of Electronic Data Systems (EDS). Among his many business exploits, Ross Perot is noted for his 1969 Christmas trip to Southeast Asia to focus world attention on American POWs in Vietnam.
David Frost reported on Perot's efforts. Perot decided in 1969 to give a Christmas present to every American prisoner-of-war in Vietnam. Thousands of gifts weighing 28 tons were wrapped and packed, and a fleet of Boeing 707 jets were chartered to deliver them to Hanoi. The Vietnamese communists were not thrilled. They said no such gesture could be considered during the course of the bloody war, which was then at its height. Perot argued with these leaders. The Vietnamese replied that any charity was impossible while American B-52’s were devastating Vietnamese villages. Perot replied and told them he would hire an expert American construction company in order to rebuild anything the Americans had knocked down. The communists were confused and puzzled, but still refused delivery of the packages. Christmas drew closer and the parcels remained undelivered. Finally, in desperation, Perot took off with his chartered fleet and flew to Moscow, Russia where his aides posted the parcels, one at a time, at the Moscow Central post office. With the Russian label, the presents were delivered intact. Mr. Perot was determined to find a way to be a blessing to those American POWs that gloomy Christmas of 1969. It took great initiative, creativity, and no small personal sacrifice, but in his determination, he found a way!
 
That’s what we are to do in our service for Christ 

Don't get tired of being a blessing and serving the Lord 

Ask God for determination, enthusiasm, and strength to keep on keeping on 

10. Past Deeds 


Past Deeds and Accomplishments

A tenth reason why people drift from the Lord is the fact they become focused on their past 

If they have failed in the past, they sometimes become discouraged and say - What's the use. I've messed up 

Their failures overwhelm them to a point of defeat 

Others make the mistake of focusing on their successes of the past 

They may adopt the attitude - I've done my share. Let someone else do the work

When this happens, you lose heart for the ministry and work of the Lord 

When you lose heart for the things of God, you tend to lose your heart for Him 

Jesus said in Matthew 6:21 - “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also”

Our time, attention, and talents are our treasures that should be devoted to the Lord 

Concerning the past, Paul gave us good counsel that he practiced in his own life

Phil. 3:13, 14 – “Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,”  

“I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” 

11. Preciousness

Our Preciousness for the Lord is Depleted

Christians can drift far away from God when they lose their love for Him 

This was a problem at the church at Ephesus which was a good church

Revelation 2:4 – “Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love” 

This was a problem with Jonah, who ran the opposite direction when God commanded him to go to Nineveh 

It was also a problem with Peter after he denied the Lord 

These men lost their attitude of the preciousness of the Lord 

Their love waned for Him

You would think this would never happen, but it happens every day 

Other matters, things, or people become more important than Christ who gets put on the back burner of our lives 



Ill. Consider this mission statement of a well-known university: “To be plainly instructed and consider well that the main end of your life and studies is to know God and Jesus Christ." Founded in 1636, this university employed exclusively Christian professors, emphasized character formation in its students above all else, and placed a strong emphasis on equipping ministers to share the good news of Jesus Christ. Every diploma read, Christo et Ecclesiae around the word Veritas, meaning “Truth for Christ and the Church.” You've probably heard of this school. It's called Harvard University. Only 80 years after its founding, a group of New England pastors sensed Harvard had drifted too far for their liking. Concerned by the secularization at Harvard, they approached a wealthy philanthropist who shared their concerns. This man, Elihu Yale, financed their efforts in 1718, and the men called the college Yale University. Yale's motto was not just Veritas (truth) like Harvard, but Lux et Veritas (light and truth). Today, Harvard's and Yale's legacy of academic excellence are still intact, but neither school resembles what their founders envisioned. At the 350th anniversary celebration of Harvard, Steven Muller, former president of Johns Hopkins University, bluntly stated, "The bad news is the university has become godless." Larry Summers, the former president of Harvard, confessed, "Things divine have been central neither to my professional nor to my personal life." Harvard's and Yale's founders were unmistakably clear in their goals: academic excellence and Christian formation. 

Today, they do something very different from their founding purpose 

What happened to Harvard and Yale is called Mission Drift

They had lost their first love for the Lord 

CONCLUSION 

Jesus told the church of Ephesus what they needed to do to correct the problem 


Revelation 2:5 – “Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent” 
[bookmark: _GoBack]They were to Remember, Repent, and Repeat 

If we have lost our first love for Christ, that is what you need to do, too 

May the Lord help us all to not let our hearts drift away from God 

May our devotion for Him not be Hollow and Heartless 

May we be on our guard against the eleven reasons that cause the hearts of men and women to drift away from God 





















