THE BOOK OF ISAIAH #54    
Not Trusting God – Isaiah 31   
NOT TRUSTING GOD   

DATE: 7/18/2018 Wed.                    

TEXT: Isaiah 31 (Stand and Read)  

INTRODUCTION 

This is a short chapter (only 9 vs.)

Yet it Deals with a Big Issue  

It deals with the issue of Not Trusting God more than man 

This 5th Woe is a repeat of the 4th Woe 

Isaiah's message in chapter 30 was rejected by the people, 

So, it is repeated here

(If that isn't Mercy, I don't know what is)

If you remember the Illustration in chp. 30 was that Judah was like A Wall About to Fall  

~~~Prayer~~~ 

I. THE "CORRECTION OF" GOD – vs. 1-3 

God Corrects Israel in detail here 

They not only Sought help from the world but they also Rejected help from God in the process

If they didn't Correct what was going on, God would Correct them 

First, God Corrects them for … 

A. The 'Placement of' Their Trust – v. 1 

"Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help; …but … look not unto the Holy One of Israel, neither seek the LORD!" 

1. The Source 

"that go down to Egypt for help" 

There are 3 particular areas from which People always seek help

-- From Politicians / Gov't 

People are so Dependent on the Gov't today 

Just think how dependent you are?  

Some people wouldn't be eating if it wasn't for Gov't 

How many are living off Social Security or some other subsistence?   

What would happen if that died up? 

Egypt has always been a type of the World 

There's God's way, and then there is Man's Way

Egypt always represents doing something Man's way 

Notice that it talks about going "down" into Egypt

Some 71 times the association of going "down" into Egypt is made in the Bible   


Going down, is not looking up 

The World's ways will not help us / It only hurts 

When our reliance is only in the world's help it will always bring us "down"  

Washington is not the best place to find help today 

But so many folks are looking to the gov't or some other political group to provide their help

I believe we should be actively involved in voicing our opinions to our representatives 

But our help doesn't come from Gov't / Politicians

Psalm 121:1, 2 – "I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help" "My help cometh from the LORD, which made heaven and earth" 

-- From the Powerful 

"because they are very strong;"

Israel was impressed with the might of Egypt

"…horses, and … chariots, and … horsemen"

Americans are impressed with the might of the US  

And we tend to trust in this Country …

… and its Recourses, more than Trusting in God 

America may be the most Powerful Nation on earth 


… Both Economically and Militarily

But we shouldn't put our trust in that  

II Samuel 22:31-33 – "As for God, His way is perfect; the Word of the LORD is tried: He is a buckler to all them that trust in Him" "... God is my strength and power: and He maketh my way perfect" 

-- From those with Plenty   

"because they are many;" 

Numbers are highly respected in any age 

Numbers may promise help, but it only takes One, 

And that is the Lord, Who gives real help

Psalm 33:16 – "There is no king saved by the multitude of an host: a mighty man is not delivered by much strength"   

Zechariah 4:6 – "Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the Word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by My spirit, saith the LORD of hosts" 

Psalm 49:6 – "They that trust in their wealth, and boast themselves in the multitude of their riches"  

Psalm 49:7 – "None of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him:" 

Matthew 6:24 – “No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the …


… other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon”  
 
2. The Spurning 

By looking to Egypt, Israel is really Spurning God's Help 

To Spurn means to reject with disdain or contempt 

We see a couple of things here 

-- Their Lack of Dependence 

"They look not unto the Holy One" 

Seeking the counsel and help of the world in their crisis revealed where Israel's heart really was

People tell on themselves all the time by the decisions they make 

You don't have to tell me how you are thinking 

I see it by the decisions you make 

You might want people to think you depend on the Lord 

But the reality is found in the direction you take 

We are not Depending on the Lord as much as we think we are (or want people to believe we are) 

Then there is … 

-- Their Lack of True Devotion 


“Neither seek the Lord” 

Most Christians just wing their lives 

To "wing it" is an idiom that means to improvise, to do something without the proper preparation 

That is not the way the believer is to live 

When you left your room this morning did you think to pray? 

If you didn't then there is a bigger problem than you think 

The key to this whole matter is a very serious lack of Devotion to the Lord 

That's why people stay away from church, why they do not read and study their Bible and pray 

They may call this Failure a hundred different names, 

But it is still a Lack of Devotion and Genuine Interest in Jesus Christ 

Revelation 2:4 - "Thou hast left thy first love" 

Is not limited to the church at Ephesus 

B. The 'Punishment for' Their Trust – v. 2 

God is very direct here 

"Yet He also is wise, and will bring evil, and will not call back His Words: but will arise against the house 
of the evildoers, and against the help of them that work iniquity"  

God will deal with those who reject His Counsel & Help FOR the Counsel & Help of Man

Psalm 81:11 – "But My people would not hearken to My voice; and Israel would none of Me" 

The Lord says here that He will deal with His own People Israel – "the house of the evildoers" 

And against the Nation of Egypt – "the help of them (Israel) that work iniquity" 

I Peter 4:17 – "For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?"  

C. The 'Profitlessness of' Their Trust – v. 3 

"Now the Egyptians are men, and not God; and their horses flesh, and not spirit. When the LORD shall stretch out His hand, both he that helpeth shall fall, and he that is holpen (Hopes in the Help) shall fall down, and they all shall fail together"  

God reminds the Israelites of the fact that there is going to be No Profit (Benefit) found in trusting Egypt

"they all shall fail together"  

He tells them they are but men and there is nothing spiritual about their army

Psalm 9:20 – "Put them in fear, O LORD:  that the nations may know themselves to be but men. Selah"  

This is a pungent reminder of the limitations of the flesh, of the World, and of man's help 


The help of the world is often a liability instead of an asset 

Our text says that both the helper (Egypt) and the helped (Israel) will not profit from any arrangements made to have them help each other in their crisis

Nor will the ways of the world be of any help to the church 

Go ahead, let them bring in the worldly philosophies to build their churches 

Just wait to see where it will get them 

I'm for the Old Paths! Old Time Religion

My source for the Pattern for the Church is found in the Book of Acts

THE “CORRECTION OF” GOD   

II. THE “PROTECTION BY” GOD – vs. 4, 5, 8, 9 

The design of these verses is to assure the Jews of the certain Protection of God 

And thus, to Persuade them to put their Trust in Him rather than to seek the alliance with Egypt  

In these verses we see it is God who would Come to Conquer the enemy and Deliver Israel in their time of great Peril 

(A Call to repentance is recorded almost as an interruption here in – vs. 6, 7) 

Let’s look at how God conveys this Truth to Judah  


A. The 'Forcefulness' – v. 4

God says "I'm coming …"

"Like as the lion … roaring on his prey" 

God's Protection is compared to a lion roaring after his prey 

This shows God as a very powerful entity Who will not be defeated

Although most of the words for the lion used in the Bible are used in a figurative sense  

We can draw a number of inferences regarding the characteristics and behavior of literal lions 

They are, among other things, Strong 

Proverbs 30:30 – "A lion which is strongest among beasts, and turneth not away for any;"  

Especially their teeth and paws 

Job 4:10 – "The roaring of the lion, and the voice of the fierce lion, and the teeth of the young lions," 

I Samuel 17:37 – "David said moreover, The LORD that delivered me out of the paw of the lion,"  

They are Fearless and Stealthy 

Proverbs 28:1 – "The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the righteous are bold as a lion" 

Psalm 17:12 – "Like as a lion that is greedy of his prey, and as it were a young lion lurking in secret places"   

They are Frightening 

Hosea 11:10 – "They shall walk after the LORD: He shall roar like a lion: when He shall roar, then the children shall tremble …" 

Amos 3:8 – "The lion hath roared, who will not fear?"  

They are Destructive 

Micah 5:8 – "And the remnant of Jacob shall be among the Gentiles in the midst of many people as a lion among the beasts of the forest, as a young lion among the flocks of sheep: who, if he (Israel) go through, both treadeth down, and teareth in pieces, and none can deliver"  

And as we see here, they are Territorially Protective

God is terribly protective of His own! 

The LORD is Forceful   

B. The 'Fearlessness' – v. 4 (middle) 

"when a multitude of shepherds is called forth  against Him, He will not be afraid of their voice, nor abase Himself for the noise of them:" 

(Abase – lower or humble Himself) 

The picture is that of a lion devouring/eating his prey undisturbed although the shepherds were coming 

The lion is Fearless because he is so Powerful 

We are use to shepherds being good guys, but not in this case 


In this case the shepherds are the enemy 

When the Assyrians came, the LORD would not back off

The LORD is Fearless  

C. The 'Flying' – v. 5

"As birds flying, so will the LORD of hosts defend Jerusalem"

The prophet changes the picture of God's Protection from a Lion to Birds 

You're probable thinking - Birds? 

We're not talking about sparrows & robins here 

We're talking about Birds of Prey – Eagles

God will protect Jerusalem from the Ground and …   

The LORD will protect them from the Air 

D. The 'Falling' – v. 8 (beginning) 

"Then shall the Assyrian fall"

God's Protection will deliver Israel from the Assyrian attack

This especially applies to the attack by Sennacherib during the reign of Hezekiah in Isaiah 36, 37 

II Chronicles 32:1-23 … 

E. The 'Factor' – v. 8



"Not of a mighty man; and the sword, not of a mean man, shall devour him" 

God does a Miracle in Delivering Judah from the Assyrians 

In one night 185,000 soldiers died when … 

Isaiah 37:36 - "the angel of the Lord … smote in the camp of the Assyrians … and when they arose early in the morning, behold they were all dead corpses" 

No help from the Egyptians could compare to this help from God

F. The 'Fleeing' – v. 8

"but he (the Assyrian) shall flee from the sword, and his young men shall be discomfited" 

The small remnant left alive of the Assyrian soldiers fled as a result of this disaster 

God caused them to stop attacking Israel 

G. The 'Fear' – v. 9

"He shall pass over to his strong hold for fear, and his princes shall be afraid"

Fear was also another result that Assyria experienced 

The destruction was so great and so sudden, fear gripped the Assyrians' hearts 

Hebrews 10:31 – "It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God" 

H. The 'Fire' – v. 9

"The Lord, whose fire is in Zion, and his furnace in Jerusalem"

Again, we have a new description of God's Protection 

The Prophet describes Him as Fire and a Furnace

The reason for Jehovah's Protection is found in His love for Jerusalem  

God's dwelling place on earth was in the Holy of Holies in the Temple 

This is again a reminder to Israel that the source of their help is not in far off Egypt 

But right there in Jerusalem, where God dwells 

There will be "fire" of judgment upon the enemy 

Deuteronomy 4:24 – "For the LORD thy God is a consuming fire, even a jealous God"   

I see a lot of reason here, why we need to Trust in the Protection of God

THE “CORRECTION OF” GOD 

THE “PROTECTION BY” GOD 

III. THE "CALL FROM" GOD – 6, 7 

God Summons Israel to Repent of their sins and turn back to Him 

This Call interrupts the description of His Coming to Deliver Israel from their enemies

A. The 'Plea for' Repentance – v. 6 

"Turn ye unto Him from Whom the children of Israel have deeply revolted" 

The call to return to the Lord is twofold 

-- The Work in the plea 

“Turn ye unto Him” 

Repentance involves turning to the Lord 

In this case it is a returning to the Lord from Whom They had turned away 

The word translated "turn" involves a return 

Israel got off the right track and needed to get back on the right track 

A lot folk are like that 

At one time they were walking right 

Then they listened to something or someone other than the Word of God

-- The Reason for the plea 

Because “The children of Israel have deeply revolted” 

This wickedness was very serious 

It is not a slight deviation from the truth but a wholesale rejection of the truth 

B. The 'Performance in' Repentance – v. 7 



[bookmark: _GoBack]"For in that day every man shall cast away his idols of silver, and his idols of gold, which your own hands have made unto you for a sin" 

When someone returns to the Lord, his deeds will give evidence of it 

Here a return to the Lord would cause the truly repentant to cast away their idols 

When Israel rejected God, they turned to idols 

But if they were to truly repent, they would cast out the idolatry 

The idols would fill the trash bins 

They would be destroyed 

We have today a lot of folks claiming repentance but few if any works to justify it

CONCLUSION 

Ecclesiastes 8:11 – "Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil" 


THE “CORRECTION OF” GOD

THE “PROTECTION BY” GOD

THE “CALL FROM” GOD
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