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INTRODUCTION 

This chapter deals with the last of the 6 Woes we have seen in chapters 28-32 of Isaiah

It predicts the defeat of the Nation of Assyria and is also a portrayal of the defeat of all the enemies of Israel when Christ reigns

Beginning with chapter 28 and going through this chapter  

We’ve seen a series of prophetic messages regarding Israel and its surrounding nations

(Isaiah 28:1; 29:1,15; 30:1; 31:1; 33:1 All begin w/ a Woe) 

These chapters remind us of Isaiah 5 which had 6 Woes specifically for Israel 

A “woe” in the Bible is a Strong Warning 

The word “woe” is more than just an expression of a feeling 

Woe is a judgment / It means alas or almost like oh no! 

When the word woe is used, it is often signifying impending doom, condemnation and/or the wrath of God 

So, it’s never used to only emphasize something in the sentence in which it is used

As with many of the chapters in Isaiah, …

… some of this section's messages involved prophecy of both the near-future (in regards to Isaiah's time) and far-future (regarding our time) … 

… What was going to happen in the near-future was a precursor of a far-future and greater fulfillment 

War has always ravaged human lives and destroys nations 

Down through the centuries one nation would rise up and invade, take over, and occupy another 

As nations have been confronted by the brutality and slaughter of war, millions of people have lost their lives, and millions more have suffered the pain of losing loved ones and homes

But war is not the only thing that can destroy nations! 

A nation’s Sin will destroy it in far greater way than war

Isaiah 33 finishes up this section of the Book  

It was God’s Hope that some would turn away from their sin and turn back to Him in repentance 

The Design of the Prophecy is to Assure the Jews that their Nation and Beloved City would be safe from the invading enemy 

Therefore, the Object of the Prophecy is to Comfort them because of this threatened invasion, and to Lead them to look to God 

v. 5 – “The LORD is exalted; for He dwelleth on high: He hath filled Zion with Judgment and Righteousness”

The central historic fact of this chapter is the destruction of the Assyrian army, before they reached Jerusalem 

The “Woe” of v. 1 is referring to them

The Prayer of v. 2 is Zion seeking help from God 

The verses that follow, are focused around this great event 

But not this event only, but also that which would come in the future 

In the last half of the chapter the prophet gives us some of its various Effects and Results 

Let’s look at this wonderful chapter and How … 

“God Hath Filled Zion” – Then and in the Future    

~~~Prayer~~~ 

First, let’s look at … 

I. ZION’S “DELIVERANCE” – vs. 1-12 

Zion (Jerusalem) is under attack by the enemy

A. So, What does the Bible means by the Term Zion?  

Psalm 87:2, 3 says - “The LORD loveth the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob” “Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God. Selah”  

According to this verse, Zion is synonymous with the City of God, and it is a place that God loves 

Zion is Jerusalem


Mount Zion is the high hill on which King David built a citadel 

(A Citadel – is a fortress, typically on high ground, protecting or dominating a city)  

This Citadel was on the southeast side of the city 

The word Zion occurs over 150 times in the Bible 

It essentially means fortification and has the idea of being raised up as a monument 

Zion is described both as the city of David and the city of God 

As the Bible progresses, the word Zion expands in scope and takes on an additional, spiritual meaning as well 

The first mention of Zion in the Bible is found in …                                   

II Samuel 5:7 – “Nevertheless David took the strong hold of Zion: the same is the city of David”   

Zion was originally an ancient Jebusite fortress in the city of Jerusalem 

After David’s conquest of the fortress, Jerusalem became the possession of Israel 

David’s royal palace was built there, and Jerusalem became the seat of power of Israel’s kingdom

When Solomon built the Temple, the meaning  of Zion expanded even further to include the Temple area 


Psalm 48:2 – “Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King”  

Psalm 2:6 – “Yet have I set My King upon my holy hill of Zion” 

Psalm 132:13 – “For the LORD hath chosen Zion; He hath desired it for His habitation”  

This is the meaning found in the prophecy of … 

Jeremiah 31:6 – “For there shall be a day, that the watchmen upon the mount Ephraim shall cry, Arise ye, and let us go up to Zion unto the LORD our God”   

In the Old Testament Zion is used to describe 3 Places 

-- The city of Jerusalem - Isaiah 40:9  

“O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God!”  
 
-- The land of Judah - Jeremiah 31:12  

“Therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow together to the goodness of the LORD, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the flock and of the herd: and their soul shall be as a watered garden; and they shall not sorrow any more at all”  

-- The nation of Israel as a whole - Zechariah 9:13  



“When I have bent Judah for me, filled the bow with Ephraim, and raised up thy sons, O Zion, against thy sons, O Greece, and made thee as the sword of a mighty man” 

The word Zion is also used in a spiritual sense   

In the Old Testament Zion refers figuratively to Israel as the people of God 

Isaiah 60:14 – “The sons also of them that afflicted thee shall come bending unto thee; and all they that despised thee shall bow themselves down at the soles of thy feet; and they shall call thee, The city of the LORD, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel”  

In the New Testament, Zion refers to God’s spiritual kingdom 

We have not come to Mount Sinai, says the apostle in… 

Hebrews 12:22 – “But ye are come unto mount Zion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem”  

Peter, quoting Isaiah 28:16 refers to Christ as the Cornerstone of Zion … 

I Peter 2:6 – “Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on Him shall not be confounded. “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious Cornerstone, and the one who trusts in Him will never be put to shame” 

Mount Zion as a geographical location is currently at the center of all the dispute in the Middle East 


The Bible is clear that, one day, though …

Zion will be the sole possession of the Lord Jesus, and Zion, the nation and the city, will be restored 

Isaiah 52:1 – “Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem,  the holy city: for henceforth there shall no more come into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean”  

This city has suffered more from war and strife than perhaps any other single city in the history of the world

This prophecy also pictures the Centuries of Persecution Israel as faced throughout the Centuries 

B. The Time of Jacob’s Trouble – Jere. 30, Matt. 24 

The Deliverance promised here is also prophetic of the great Deliverance in the Last Days, known as “the time of Jacob’s Trouble” when Christ comes back to reign from this great city 

The phrase “the time of Jacob's trouble” is a quote from Jeremiah 30:7 which says – 

“Alas! For that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out of it”

In the previous verses of Jeremiah 30, we find that the Lord is speaking to Jeremiah about Judah and Israel 

In vs. 3, 4 we see – “For, lo, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will bring again the captivity of My people Israel and Judah, saith the LORD: and I will cause them to return to the land that I gave to … 

… their fathers, and they shall possess it” “And these are the Words that the LORD spake concerning Israel and concerning Judah” 

In v. 3, the Lord promises that one day in the future… 

He will bring both Judah and Israel back to the land that He had promised their forefathers 

That began in 1948 

v. 5 describes a time of great fear and trembling 

v. 6 describes this time in a way that pictures men going through the pains of childbirth, again indicating a time of agony 

But there is hope for Judah and Israel, for though
this is called “the time of Jacob's Trouble” 

The Lord promises He will save Judah and Israel out of this time of great trouble  

In vs. 10, 11 the Lord says – “Therefore fear thou not, O My servant Jacob, saith the LORD; neither be dismayed, O Israel: for, lo, I will save thee from afar, and thy seed from the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall return, and shall be in rest, and be quiet, and none shall make him afraid” “For I am with thee, saith the LORD, to save thee: though I make a full end of all nations whither I have scattered thee, yet will I not make a full end of thee: but I will correct thee in measure, and will not leave thee altogether unpunished”  

The Lord says He will destroy (“a full end”) the nations who held Judah and Israel in captivity, 


And He will never allow Jacob to be completely destroyed  

However, it should be noted that the Lord describes
this as a time of discipline for His people

v. 11 - “but I will correct thee in measure” 

You know if God isn’t going to let Israel off, what makes us think we (the Churches) are going to get off 

Again v. 7 says – “Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it:”    

The only time period this fits a description is, the period of the Tribulation  

This time is unparalleled in history 

Jesus described the Tribulation using some of the same imagery as Jeremiah 

In Matthew 24:6-8, He says that there will appear false Christs, there will be wars and rumors of wars, famines, and earthquakes  

In v. 8 He says “All these are the beginning of sorrows” 

Paul, too, described the Tribulation as birth pains 

I Thessalonians 5:3 – “For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape” 

Paul is just teaching what is already represented in Scripture, just as Jesus did!   

This event follows the Rapture and the removal of the Church seen in 4:13-19 

In 5:9, Paul reemphasizes the absence of the Church from this time period by saying – “For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ”

So, for someone to teach we are going through the Tribulation is False Teaching   

The Wrath spoken of here is God's judgment on the unbelieving world and His discipline of Israel during
the Tribulation

These birth pains are described in detail in Revelation chapters 6-12 

Part of the purpose of the Tribulation is to bring Israel back to the Lord

For those who have received Christ as Saviour … 

The time of Jacob's trouble is something we should praise the Lord for, 

For it demonstrates that God keeps His promises 

(we are not appointed to wrath)  

He has promised us eternal life through Christ our Lord, 

And He has promised land, seed, and blessing to Abraham and his physical descendants 

However, before He fulfills those promises, …


He will lovingly, but firmly discipline the nation of Israel so that they return to Him 

The Time of Jacob’s Trouble

C. Zion’s Progress    

Let’s look at the Progress that Zion makes in Her Deliverance according to Isaiah 

1. The Enemy’s Punishment – v. 1 

“Woe to thee that spoilest … and dealest treacherously … thou shalt be spoiled … they shall deal treacherously with thee”

Again, this is the curse pronounced on the attackers of Zion

They will reap what they have sown 

The universal application of judgment on all who attack the Jews is found in Genesis 12:3 

“And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed”  

History is filled with the destruction of Nations, like Assyria, Babylon and modern Germany, who persecuted the Jews and were destroyed for it 

This 6th Woe of this section of Isaiah is a Woe against those who dare to attack Israel 

The Enemy’s Punishment 

2. Zion’s Plea – v. 2 

“O Lord, be gracious unto us … be Thou … our salvation … in the time of trouble” 

The Jews cry out for help here 

The Jews will also in the future plead for help from Jehovah just as they did through Isaiah in his day when the Assyrians attacked 

Romans 11:26-29 – “And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:” “For this is My covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins” “As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for the  fathers' sakes” “For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance” 

Zechariah 12:10, 11 – “And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon Me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for Him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for Him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn” “In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon”  

Zion’s Plea 

3. God’s Power – v. 3 

“At the noise of the tumult the people fled; at the lifting up of Thyself the nations were scattered”



God made the attackers to hear a noise that caused them to flee 

II Kings 7:6, 7 – “For the Lord had made the host of the Syrians to hear a noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise of a great host: and they said one to another, Lo, the king of Israel hath hired against us the kings of the Hittites, and the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us” “Wherefore they arose and fled in the twilight, and left their tents, and their horses, and their asses, even the camp as it was, and fled for their life” 

God has showed His power to deliver Israel in unique ways

Ex. Gideon and the 300  

(You know Hellywood will make a movie about Troy and its 300, but make a movie of a truly righteous 300, forget it!)

And He will do that again in the Last Days

God’s Power   

4. Zion’s Prosperity – v. 4 

“Your spoil shall be gathered like the gathering of the caterpillar … as the running to and fro of locusts shall he run upon them”

Israel will get back all that was taken from them 

The figure used to illustrate the regathering of the spoil is the caterpillar and locust in devouring the land 


Israel will overtake their enemies and devour them

Then, Now and Soon! 

Zion’s Prosperity 

5. The Product of Zion’s Deliverance – vs. 5, 6 

-- Praise – v. 5 a 

“The LORD is exalted”

The Deliverance of Zion, of God's people, will result in praise for Jehovah

Psalm 9:14 – “That I may shew forth all thy praise in the gates of the daughter of Zion: I will rejoice in Thy salvation” 

-- Purity – v. 5 b 

“He hath filled Zion with judgment (justice) and righteousness”

Freedom from guilt or the defilement of sin; innocence; as purity of heart or life

God’s salvation cleanses us from all unrighteousness

-- Prudence – v. 6 a 

“Wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of thy times” 

The stupidity of the nation’s today is a result of sin 


When God Delivers Zion from the enemy, great wisdom will characterize Israel   

-- Piety – v. 6 b (reverence) 

“the fear of the LORD is his treasure”

The Product of Zion’s Deliverance

6. The Prompting – vs. 7-9 

The need of Deliverance was very great 

What Prompted Israel to seek Deliverance?

3 Problems are recorded that helped to Prompt the Deliverance of Zion

-- The Crying – v. 7  

“Behold, their valiant ones shall cry without: the ambassadors of peace shall weep bitterly” 

Psalm 18:6 – “In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried unto my God: He heard my voice out of His temple, and my cry came before Him, even into His ears”   

-- The Covenant – v. 8 b 

“He hath broken the covenant”

The enemy did not keep his word in regards to a peace treaty with Israel 

This breaking of the covenant or treaty is a foreshadowing of the breaking of the covenant by the Antichrist during the tribulation 

Daniel 9:27 – “And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate” 

The last days are characterized by covenant breakers 

Romans 1:31 – “Without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:” 

Their Betrayal will Prompt them   
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-- The Cruelty – vs. 8 a c, 9

“The highways lie waste, the wayfaring man  ceaseth … he hath despised the cities, he regardeth no man” “The earth mourneth and languisheth” 

Unmerciful cruelty will characterize those who attack the Jews 

God is provoked by this cruelty and it Prompts Him to act and deliver Israel from their enemies 

Just as God was upset by the cruelties of the Egyptians against the Jews 

Exodus 2:23-25 – “And it came to pass in process  of time, that the king of Egypt died: and the children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up unto God by reason of the bondage” 

“And God heard their groaning, and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob” “And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God had respect unto them”  

The Promptings 

7. Zion’s Prince – vs. 10-12 

“Now will I rise, saith the LORD; now will I be exalted; now will I lift up Myself” 

Christ is Zion’s Deliverer 

LORD = Jehovah 

And Jehovah of the OT is Jesus of The New

-- Look at His Passion – v. 10 a 

“Now will I rise” 

God is Provoked with the cruelty of the attackers 

God was so provoked, His passion so stirred …  

That He determined to begin bringing judgment right away 

Notice the use of the word “now” used 3 times in this verse   

-- Look at The Praise – v. 10 b 

“Now will I be exalted, now will I be lifted up”

Judgment honors God 

Those who object to a God of judgment and want only a God of love only dishonor Him

Psalm 89:14 – “Justice and judgment are the habitation of Thy throne: mercy and truth shall go before Thy face” 

God will be Just in His Judgment  

-- Look at The Punishment – vs. 11, 12 

“Ye shall conceive chaff, ye shall bring forth stubble: your breath, as fire, shall devour you” “And the people shall be as the burnings of lime: as thorns cut up shall they be burned in the fire” 

Their punishment would be twofold  

First, they would be frustrated in their plans 

“Ye shall conceive (bring forth) chaff”  

The best laid plans of the enemy would be chaff

The chaff of Wheat was useless 

It was only thrown away 

The same is true with Stubble, useless

The Enemy’s Plan are useless  

Second, the fire in God’s plan  

“your breath, as fire, shall devour you” 

Their own devises would destroy them 


“And the people shall be as the burnings of lime” 

The Romans developed the burning of limestone to make lime for use in mortar  

The Lime stone Kilns were very hot 

“as thorns cut up shall they be burned in the fire”

Thorns and small brushwood, removed from the fields for planting, were not wasted

They would be used in starting fires for eating and heating  

Left to dry, they quickly started, burned hot and were consumed 

So, it would be with the Assyrian army 

This is an image like many that are employed, 

Denoting that the destruction of the army of the Assyrians would be sudden, hot and total  

Divine judgment and eternal fire go hand in hand

Deuteronomy 4:24 – “For the LORD thy God is a consuming fire, even a jealous God”  

Hebrews 12:29 – “For our God is a consuming fire” 

ZION’S “DELIVERANCE” 




II. ZION’S “DWELLERS” – vs. 13-16 

III. ZION’S “DOMINION” – vs. 17-24

CONCLUSION 
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