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INTRODUCTION 

We are continuing our study in Isaiah 33 

We will be in vs. 13-16 tonight 

Our first thought in chapter 33 was Zion’s Deliverance

Tonight, we will look at Zion’s Dwellers 

We explained how God uses the Name Zion to describe many of the aspects of His relationship with Israel 

We looked at how God Delivered Israel in Isaiah Day and how He will again Deliver Israel in our day

Isaiah 33 finishes up this section of the Book  

It was God’s Hope that some would turn away from their sin and turn back to Him in repentance 

The Design of the Prophecy is to Assure the Jews that their Nation and Beloved City would be safe from the invading enemy 

Therefore, the Object of the Prophecy is to Comfort them because of this threatened invasion, and to Lead them to look to God 

v. 5 – “The LORD is exalted; for He dwelleth on high: He hath filled Zion with Judgment and Righteousness”

The central historic fact of this chapter is the destruction of the Assyrian army, before they reached Jerusalem

The spiritual application is that those who Dwell with the Lord will find Deliverance 

Let’s look at the thought of 

“Dwelling in Zion” tonight 

Zechariah 2:10 – “Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the LORD”   

Zechariah 8:3 – “Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a City of Truth; and the mountain of the LORD of hosts the Holy Mountain”     

~~~Prayer~~~ 

I. THE “ANNOUNCEMENT” – v. 13 

“Hear, ye that are far off, what I have done; and, ye that are near, acknowledge My might” 

God's miraculous Deliverance and Restoration of His people to Zion is news all the world needed to know and hear

The news is about the great works of God 

Two groups of people are addressed here  

“Ye that are far off” are the Gentiles  

And “ye that are near” are the people of Israel 


The Call is to Recognize God

A. The Gentiles 

“Hear, ye that are far off, what I have done;”

God is telling the Gentile Nations that have, or are thinking of, Threating Israel … 

… That they should think twice 

“hear … what I have done” 

What He has done is to Destroy all the Heathen Nations that have tried to Destroy Israel (Ex. Assyria, Egypt)

Psalm 83 … 

The idea of them being “far off” is speaking of the lands surrounding Israel  

But how about those who are “far off” in the future 

What has God done to / for them?

(Where would you like me to start) 

God can do anything He wants 

But what is it that God really wants to do?  

According to Colossians 1:12-14 He Does 4 things

The most important thing is Not … what the World is doing, Not what We are doing, but What God has Done

It is in what God has Done that we see His Glory 


1. He has made us Fit / Able  

Colossians 1:12 – “Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light:” 

Meet - Suitable; fit; proper; appropriate; qualified

-- God did this at a time when we weren’t qualified 

Romans 5:8 – “But God commendeth (committed) His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us”

Colossians 1:21 – “And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath He reconciled” 

We weren’t Fit for the Kingdom of God until we received Jesus’ Righteousness

-- Jesus took our Sin & Guilt so that we could be credited with His Righteousness 

II Corinthians 5:21 – “For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him” 

Philippians 3:9 – “And be found in Him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:”   

Romans 3:21, 22 – “But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets;” 


“Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference:” 

-- Clearly nothing we do makes us fit for God’s kingdom  

We cannot Earn it 

We cannot Purchase it  

It’s only because of Christ, and in Christ, that we are qualified to share in God’s kingdom 

I Corinthians 1:30 – “But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption”

2. He has Changed our Status 

Colossians 1:13 – “Who has delivered us from the power of darkness, and has translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son:”

We were once dwelling in darkness, but we are now dwelling in the Light 

I Peter 2:9 – “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:” 

I was blind but now I see the song writer wrote   

3. He has Redeemed us 


Colossians 1:14 a – “In Whom we have redemption through His blood,” 

The Concept of Redemption is freedom at a price  

Israel was redeemed from slavery in Egypt at a cost

The price of spiritual redemption, came at a cost  

Mark 10:45 – “For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many” 

I Corinthians 6:20 – “For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's” 

Hebrews 9:15 – “And for this cause He is the mediator of the New Testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance”  

I Peter 1:18,19 – “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;” “But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:” 

4. He has Forgiven us  

Colossians 1:14 b – “even the forgiveness of sins:” 

Redemption brings Freedom …  


-- Freedom from Sin and Death 

Romans 8:2 – “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death” 

-- Freedom from the Fear of Judgement  

Romans 8:15 – “For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father” 

God cancels our sin debt through the death of Christ   

Galatians 3:10,13 – “For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them” “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:” 

I Peter 2:24 – “Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed” 

God erases the record of our sins 

Colossians 2:14 – “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to His cross;”   



Galatians 2:20 – “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me” 
Next, let’s look at … 

B. The Israelites

“and, ye that are near, acknowledge My might” 

Psalm 91:1 – “He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty” 

What does it mean that God is Almighty?

In Hebrew, the title “God Almighty” is written as El Shaddai and means God, the All-powerful One or The Mighty One of Jacob 

Genesis 49:24 – “But his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob” 

Psalm 132:2,5 – “How he sware unto the LORD, and vowed unto the mighty God of Jacob” “Until I find out a place for the LORD, an habitation for the mighty God of Jacob” 

The title speaks of God’s Ultimate Power over everything  

We are first introduced to this name in Genesis 17:1 

Where God appeared to Abram and said – 

“I am the Almighty God; walk before Me, and be thou perfect” 

When we see God as the Almighty, we are struck by His power and by the fact that He is indeed a great and  mighty and awesome God 

Deuteronomy 10:17 – “For the LORD your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty,  and a terrible (God), which regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward:”  

The identity of God as Almighty serves to establish the sense of awe and wonder we are to have toward Him, and the realization that He is above all things without limitation 

This is important in view of how He is described next in the Bible 

In Exodus 6:2,3, God comes to Moses and says – 

“I am the LORD:” “And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, but by My name JEHOVAH was I not known to them”  

Why is this significant? 

It is significant because God, Who previously was only known as “God Almighty” 

… Has now given a new, more personal and intimate name to Moses (and Israel)  

This desire on God’s part for a more personal relationship with mankind would culminate later … 


When God Almighty came to earth to die on the cross so that the way to forgiveness for sins could be provided 

The fact that God Almighty would humble Himself in this way for us makes His name all the more
Remarkable

Again, Psalm 91:1 – “He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty” 

Those who are saved are Dwelling in Zion

II. THE “ATTITUDE” – v. 14 

“The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites. Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings?”

This is the Attitude that God was hoping for  

Sinners are made afraid and Hypocrites are made fearful 

The Attitude of the Dwellers in Zion as turned to Fearing God 

We need some of this holy Fear of God in our land today  

A. Sinners in Zion

The “Sinners in Zion” are those of Israel who are not Israel (Not Saved) 

Romans 9:6 b – “For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel:”  


There were godless Israelites just as there are godless Gentiles (That hard to believe, I know) 

“The devouring fire” and the “everlasting burnings” 

… Does Not refer to the Lake of Fire mentioned in the Book of Revelation 

But rather to the fact that “our God is a consuming fire” found in Hebrews 12:29

Isaiah 10:17 – “And the Light of Israel shall be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame: and it shall burn and devour his thorns and his briers in one day;”  

He is a holy God, and He intends to Judge one day

Today there is a tremendous exit away from God  

It is growing by leaps and bounds 

That’s the reason we are to give out the Word of God  

We don't know how much longer we have  

But we are going to continue as long as the Lord allows  

God is going to bring judgment, and God's people need to be concerned about getting His Word out 

Judgment is not a pretty subject 

It doesn’t make a whole lot of friends  

But these are the words of Isaiah, and Isaiah's message is God's message, and God would like for the lost to hear it


The one who has been declared righteous by his faith in Christ is called to walk in righteousness 

In that awful day we find that where sin abounds, Grace will much more abound

Sinners in Zion  

B. The Consuming Fire  

The miracle deliverance of Jerusalem that we read about II Kings 19:35 not only brought the Fear of God among the Gentiles … 

But it also brought fear and conviction to the Jews

God does not deliver us so that we are free to return to our sins 

Psalm 130:4 – “But there is forgiveness with Thee, that Thou mayest be feared”  

When the Jews in Jerusalem saw 185,000 Assyrian soldiers slain by God in one night, they realized that their God was a Consuming Fire!  

Do we have the Fear of Lord that we need to have? 

One Day we will, but then it may be to late 

III. THE “ATTRIBUTES” – v. 15

Did you notice that v. 14 is a Question? 

Therefore v. 15 is the answer

God shows us the evidence of those that Fear God 


“He that walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of oppressions, that shaketh his hands from holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil;”

v. 15 describes the kind of person God will accept and bless 

Psalm 15 …  

Psalm 24 … 

By ourselves, we cannot achieve these qualities of character; they come only as we trust Jesus Christ and grow in grace 

Many religious people in Jerusalem had hearts far from God because their religion was only a matter of external ceremonies 

Isaiah 29:13 – “Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men:” 

Isaiah hoped that the miracle deliverance of the city would bring these people to a place of true devotion to the Lord  

It is only as we surrender to the Lord that we live the genuine Christian Life 

Let’s look at the Fruit of the Fear of God 

1. He Walks Righteously



We pursue righteousness when we pursue the character of Christ and desire holiness more than fleshly indulgence

Proverbs 14:2 – “He that walketh in His uprightness feareth the LORD: but he that is perverse in his ways despiseth him”  

Proverbs 15:9 – “The way of the wicked is an 
abomination unto the LORD: but He loveth him that followeth after righteousness”  

2. He Speaks Uprightly 

Someone who speaks uprightly is honest and just with their words

They are careful to say the right things 

Proverbs 18:21 – “Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof”  

Proverbs 12:6 – “The words of the wicked are to lie in wait for blood: but the mouth of the upright shall deliver them”  

Psalm 37:37 – “Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace”  

3. He Despises Gain 

He’s speaking here of those who are kind and don’t take advantage of others

But, rather strive to be a blessing  



Matthew 7:12 – “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets” 

Hebrews 10:24 – “And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works”  

4. He can’t be Bribed 

A bribe is money, favor, or other consideration given in exchange for someone’s influence against what is true, right, or just 

The Bible is clear that giving or receiving a bribe is evil

God’s Law forbade the taking of a bribe 

Exodus 23:8 – “And thou shalt take no gift: for the gift blindeth the wise, and perverteth the words of the righteous” 

5. He won’t Listen to the Wrong kind of talk 

The Bible warns us against certain types of talk

Therefore, we shouldn’t Listen to it either 

James 3:2 – “For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body”  

Titus 3:2 – “…speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meekness unto all men”  

I Peter 2:1 – “Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings” 


Psalm 39:1 – “I said, I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue: I will keep my mouth with a bridle, while the wicked is before me”  

6. He won’t Watch the Wrong things  

Psalm 101:3 – “I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes: I hate the work of them that turn aside; it shall not cleave to me” 

Psalm 119:37 – “Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity; and quicken thou me in Thy way”  

Matthew 6:22 – “The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light” 

IV. THE “ASSETS” – v. 16  

“He shall dwell on high: his place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks: bread shall be given him; his waters shall be sure” 

The Bible tells us here that those who have a genuine Fear of the Lord … will “Dwell on high” 

A. His ‘Protection’ 

“his place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks”

Divine protection is given to those who dwell in Zion 

This is a reference to strongholds of Mt. Zion being a Lofty Fortress  

II Samuel 22:3 says it all – “The God of my rock; in Him will I trust: He is my shield, and the horn of …  


…  my salvation, my high tower, and my refuge, my Saviour; Thou savest me from violence” 

Psalm 18:30 - “As for God, His way is perfect: the Word of the LORD is tried: He is a buckler to all those that trust in Him”

[bookmark: _GoBack]Matthew 24:15, 16 – “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)” “Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:” (Petra)   

B. His ‘Provision’

 “bread shall be given him; his waters shall be sure” 

The essentials of life will be provided for the Dwellers of Zion 

Revelation 12:14 – “And to the woman (Israel) were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent” 

When the Antichrist tries to finish Israel off at Bozrah  

(Modern Day Petra in Edom / Jordan)  

… Jesus Christ returns to save them 

After the Battle of Armageddon, Christ’s clothing reflects the Winepress of the Wrath of God

Revelation 14 … 

Zechariah 13:8,9 … 

Isaiah 63:1-6 … 

CONCLUSION 

Dwelling in Zion - Are you Dwelling in Zion? 

Psalm 76:2 – “In Salem (Jerusalem) also is His tabernacle, and His dwelling place in Zion” 
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