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DATE:                   

TEXT: Isaiah 33:17-24 

INTRODUCTION 

As we come to these last verses in Isaiah 33, we have been looking at how God will “fill Zion with Judgment and Righteousness” – v. 5 b 

First, we looked at God’s “Deliverance For” Zion 

Then we looked at “Dwelling In” Zion 

And this evening we will be looking at … 

The “Dominion Of” Zion 

Dominion – means sovereignty; control, the territory of a sovereign government 

We will be looking at some important facts about the rule and reign of God’s kingdom, which has Zion (Jerusalem) as its capital and Jesus as its King 

Let’s Stand and Read vs. 17-24

And think on this thought – The “Dominion of” Zion 

And what a Dominion that’ll be! 

“ZION’S DOMINION”

~~~Prayer~~~ 


So, when we talk about Zion’s Dominion, what are we talking about? 

I’m glad you asked, you see, when we talk about Zion’s Dominion we are talking about the Millennial Reign of Christ 

So, what is the Millennial Reign of Christ? 

The Millennial Reign of Christ or the Millennial Kingdom is the title given to the 1000-year reign of Jesus Christ on Earth

Some seek to interpret this 1000 yrs. allegorically 

They see the 1000 years as merely a figurative way of saying a long period of time, 

And not a literal, physical reign of Jesus Christ on the earth

(Those same people, by the way, believe they are going to bring in Christ’s Kingdom)  

However, six times in Revelation 20:2-7, the Millennial Kingdom is specifically said to be 1000 years in length 

If God wished to communicate a long period of time … 

He could have easily done so without explicitly and repeatedly mentioning an exact time frame 

The Bible tells us that when Christ returns to the earth He will establish Himself as king in Jerusalem, sitting on the throne of David

Luke 1:32,33 – “He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His father David:” 

“And He shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of His kingdom there shall be no end” 

The Unconditional Covenants demand a literal, physical return of Christ to establish His Kingdom 

When I use the term Unconditional; I’m saying that regardless of Israel's obedience or disobedience, God still will fulfill these covenants with Israel

The Unconditional Covenants are: 

-- The Abrahamic Covenant (Agreement between 2 parties)

Which Promised Israel the Land, a Posterity, a Ruler, and a spiritual blessing 

Genesis 12:1, 2 – “Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee:” “And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:”  

-- The So-called Palestinian Covenant

… is recorded in Deut. 29:1-29 and Deut. 30:1-10 and was made between God and Israel right before Moses died and Israel entered the Promised Land 

The Bible never uses the term “Palestinian Covenant,” and Moses certainly never would have called the land “Palestine,” 

But the term has become the common usage by circular society  



This covenant should be better known as the Land Covenant because many of the promises relate to Israel’s possession of the Land 

God made this covenant with Israel after the Mosaic Covenant and after Israel had wandered in the wilderness for forty years 

God made this covenant with Israel while they were in Moab waiting to go into the Promised Land, 

And the covenant would serve this new generation of Israelites as a reminder of their special covenant relationship with God 

-- The Davidic Covenant 

Which promised Israel a king from David’s line who would rule forever, giving the nation rest from all their enemies 

II Samuel 7:10, 13 – “Moreover I will appoint a place for my people Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own, and move no more; neither shall the children of wickedness afflict them any more, as beforetime,” “He shall build an house for My Name, and I will stablish the throne of His kingdom for ever” 

At the second coming, these covenants will be fulfilled as Israel is Re-gathered from all nations (Matthew 24:31), Converted (Zechariah 12:10–14), and Restored to the land under the rule of the Messiah, Jesus Christ 

The Bible speaks of the conditions during the Millennium as a perfect environment, both physically and spiritually 

It will be a time of Peace (Micah 4:2–4; Isaiah 32:17–18), Joy (Isaiah 61:7, 10), and Comfort (Isaiah 40:1–2) 


The Bible also tells us that only believers will rule with Christ in the Millennial Kingdom 

Because of this, it will be a time of Obedience (Jeremiah 31:33), Holiness (Isaiah 35:8), Truth (Isaiah 65:16), and the Knowledge of God (Isaiah 11:9, Habakkuk 2:14) 

Christ will rule as King (Isaiah 9:3–7; 11:1–10) 

We will rule and reign with Him (Isaiah 32:1; Matthew 19:28), and Jerusalem will be the political center of the world (Zechariah 8:3).

Revelation 20:2-7 gives the precise time period of the Millennial Kingdom 

Even without these scriptures, there are countless others that point to a literal reign of the Messiah on Earth 

The fulfillment of many of God’s covenants and promises rests on a literal, physical, future kingdom 

There is no solid basis for denying the literal interpretation of the Millennial Kingdom and its duration 

So, let’s look at how these verses describe the Millennial Reign of Christ 

I. THE “PERSPECTIVE” – v. 17 a 

“Thine eyes shall see The King in His beauty”

The primary focus in it all this is Jesus Christ 

And He will be seen not as a lowly servant as in His first advent, 

But He will be seen in true Perspective, in all His Glory 

John 1:14 – “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth” 

[bookmark: 30_a33isa1_14]The Righteous will see the King, the Lord, in all His glory and splendor 

They will live with Him as He rules over all the Earth 

The Believers could have no greater privilege than to see the Lord face-to-face and to be allowed to Live With, Worship, and Serve Him 

This is one of the great promises God gives the Righteous

Let’s look at some of the verses that point to that Promise 

Matthew 5:8 - “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God”

I John 3:2, 3 - “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is” “And every man that hath this hope in Him purifieth himself, even as He is pure”

Psalm 17:15 - “As for me, I will behold Thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy likeness”

John 17:24 - “Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am; that they may behold My glory, which thou hast given Me: for thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world”

I Corinthians 13:12 - “For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known”

Revelation 22:3,4 - “And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it [New Jerusalem]; and His servants shall serve Him:” “And they shall see His face; and His name shall be in their foreheads” (Always be on their mind) 

Our “eyes shall see The King in His beauty”

The Right Perspective 

II. THE “PERIMETERS” – v. 17 b 

“They shall behold the land that is very far off” 

The rule of Christ will be over the entire world 

Psalm 72:8 – “He shall have Dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth” 

The land that "is very far off” covers the world earth  

Israel is not the only land that Jesus will rule over

The Perimeters are the Whole World   

III. THE “PLEASANTNESS” – vs. 18, 19 

“Thine heart shall meditate terror. Where is the scribe? where is the receiver? where is he that counted the towers?” “Thou shalt not see a fierce people, a people of a deeper speech than thou canst perceive; of a stammering tongue, that thou canst not understand” 

The terrors of the past will only be a memory 

Never again will Israel be afraid of an invading
army 


Never again will they be confronted with the foreign language of a threatening invader 

That certainly was the case when Assyria invaded 

It was true when Babylon invaded 

And it has been true ever since 

However, when Christ returns, they will never face that fear again

Here, the prophet says that there will no longer be any foreign occupations of Israel and Jerusalem 

The rule of Christ will make His Dominion a place of Pleasantness 

The evil of the past will be only a passing thought 

No bad people, no bad deeds 

Revelation 21:27 – “And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life”

The Pleasantness of true Peace and Joy  

IV. THE “PERMANENCE” – v. 20 

“Look upon Zion, the city of our solemnities: thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that shall not be taken down; not one of the stakes thereof shall ever be removed, neither shall any of the cords thereof be broken” 



The word “solemnities” means the state or quality of being serious and dignified 

Jerusalem will again be the city that Israel worships in 

Israel will be permanently in the Land, never again to be removed  

They will have their beloved land & city forever

“thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that shall not be taken down; not one of the stakes thereof shall ever be removed, neither shall any of the cords thereof be broken” 

I think the prophet is relating to the days when Israel was wandering around in the wilderness 

Pitching and Packing up their tents

Israel’s Permanence     

V. THE “PROTECTION” – v. 21 

“But there the glorious LORD will be unto us a place of
broad rivers and streams; wherein shall go no galley with oars, neither shall gallant ship pass thereby” 

Whether this is literally speaking of rivers & streams it’s hard to tell 

Jerusalem does not now have any major water way running thru or around it 

That doesn’t mean the LORD can’t change that 

There are a few small brooks such as the Kidron 


However, other prophets have clearly fore-told how that in the Millennium …  

Jerusalem, will have a mighty river flowing out of the city 

Ezekiel 47:1-2 – “Afterward he brought me again unto the door of the house; and, behold, waters issued out from under the threshold of the house eastward: for the forefront of the house stood toward the east, and the waters came down from under from the right side of the house, at the south side of the altar” “Then brought he me out of the way of the gate northward, and led me about the way without unto the utter gate by the way that looketh eastward; and, behold, there ran out waters on the right side”  

In Zechariah 14:8, a similar prophecy is made 

“And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be” 

Revelation 22:1-5 … 

Moreover, in that day no hostile navy will invade  

“wherein shall go no galley with oars, neither shall gallant ship pass thereby”

The Millennium will be a fascinating place 

The “Protection”  

VI. THE “POTENTATE” – v. 22 

“For the LORD is our Judge, the LORD is our Lawgiver, the LORD is our King; He will save us” 

The reason Israel will be blessed is made clear in v. 22 

The identification of the Ruler of this Divine Dominion is made plain

Notice the 4 -Fold Description of the LORD 

1. Our Judge 

As our Judge, the Lord will accept us into His kingdom as we have truly trusted Him and lived righteous lives

2. Our Lawgiver 

As our Lawgiver, the Lord expects us to obey His holy commandments and live under His government

3. Our King 

As our King, He expects us to serve Him by working diligently and making the greatest contribution we can to His kingdom

4. Our Saviour 

As our Saviour, He has paid the price for our Sin debt and Redeemed us unto Himself 

That is true now 

It certainly will be true in that day for Israel

I Timothy 6:15 – “Which in His times He shall shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords;”

The term “Potentate” is from the Latin word potentatus 


Which means Dominion 

It describes Someone who is able and powerful  

Jesus is Our Only Potentate  

[bookmark: _GoBack]VII. THE “PREY” – v. 23

As we close the chapter warnings are given to Israel’s Enemies  

“Thy tacklings are loosed; they could not well strengthen their mast, they could not spread the sail: then is the prey of a great spoil divided; the lame take the prey”  

The analogy is of a ship in distress on the sea

The rigging is blowing loose 

The mainmast was about to break

Its sails could be not unfurled 

The thought may refer to the impending destruction of the Assyrians 

They who were the Predators were about to become the Prey 

They would be spoiled by the Israelites after their destruction 

However, because the preceding and succeeding context remains eschatological, (concerning the Last Days) 

There very well may be Prophetic overtones here of
judgment upon the enemies of Israel at the end of the Tribulation 

The Dominion of the Lord will be so great that even the lame will be strong enough to take spoil from the evil

The weakest in this kingdom will be stronger than the strongest in the kingdom of evil 

The Prey 

Then, lastly …   

VII. THE “PARDON” – v. 24 

“And the inhabitant shall Not say, I am sick: the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity” 

Jesus ties Health to Pardon in … 

Matthew 9:6 – “But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house”  

[bookmark: 30_a33isa1_20]A. The Righteous will never be sick again – v. 24 a 

“And the inhabitant shall Not say, I am sick:”  

The Lord will do away with disease and sickness when He establishes His kingdom on earth 

No longer will there be heartache due to sickness and disease

Revelation 7:17 - “For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes”



Revelation 21:4 - “And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away”

Isaiah 25:8 - “He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for the Lord hath spoken it”

Isaiah 51:11 - “Therefore the redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they shall obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away”

Isaiah 60:20 - “Thy sun shall no more go down; neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: for the Lord shall be thine everlasting light, and the days of thy mourning shall be ended”

Jeremiah 31:12 - “Therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow together to the goodness of the Lord, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the flock and of the herd: and their soul shall be as a watered garden; and they shall not sorrow any more at all”
[bookmark: 30_a33isa1_21]
B. The Righteous will be forgiven all their sins – v. 24 b 

“the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity”

All the citizens of His kingdom will be cleansed from every evil thought that has crossed their minds and from every sinful act they have ever committed 



They will be counted righteous and accepted by the Lord 

Luke 24:46,47 - “And (He) said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem”

Acts 13:38 - “Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man (Jesus) is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins”

Acts 5:30-32 - “The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree” “Him hath God exalted with his Right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins” “And we are His witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey Him”

Romans 8:1 - “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit”

Ephesians 1:7 - “In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace”

Jeremiah 31:34 – “And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know Me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more” 




Jeremiah 33:8 - “And I will cleanse them from all their iniquity, whereby they have sinned against me; and I will pardon all their iniquities, whereby they have sinned, and whereby they have transgressed against me”

Jeremiah 36:3 - “It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil which I purpose to do unto them; that they may return every man from his evil way; that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin”

Jeremiah 50:20 - “In those days, and in that time, saith the Lord, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, and there shall be none; and the sins of Judah, and they shall not be found: for I will pardon them whom I reserve” 
 

CONCLUSION 
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